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And what will become of them when Col. 
Jaques shall pass away to the ‘better land?” 
Unless he shall leave them in the hands of those 
who have faith, zeal and judgment in such mat- 
ters, they will probably fure as Bakewell’s breeds 
have: become adulterated and diluted with mix- 
tures and alloys of all kinds, until they are 
neither one thing nor another. 








Our Home, our Country, and our Brother Man. 


WHEAT, WINTER AND SPRING. 











COL. JAQUES’ CREAM POT COWS. 

A writer in the “Country Gentleman’’ over 
the signature of ‘‘Columella,”’ has given a very 
interesting account of an experiment made by 
the well known veteran stock breeder Colonel 
Jaques, of the Ten Hills farm, in Somerville, 
near Boston, in breeding cows that should give 
rich milk. 

This breed he calls the ‘‘Cream Pots.’? The 
Colonel started with three individuals, viz: his 
imported full blood Durham bull Coelebs, the 
full blood Durham cow Flora, and a native cow 
which was raised in Groton, Mass., subsequently 
sold to a person in Dorchester, where her deep 
rich milking properties became known. She 
was purchased by Col. J. who commenced opera- 
tions, and pursued his plans so systematically 
and faithfully, that success crowned his labors. 
We believe that all of the cows of this breed 
were excellent for the rich quality of their milk, 
and some of them preeminently so. 


The native cow, from which he started the 
breed was bought in consequence of her superior 
quality asa milker, giving eighteen quarts a 
day, and averaging about fifteen. In the month 
of April, the cream of two days’ milk produced 
2} pounds of butter, which was made from 
2 1-16 quarts of cream and required but two 
minutes to churn it. This cow gave in the full 
flow of her milk, 18 quarts per day. He says 
he bred them with red or mahogany colored hair 
and teats; and gold dust in the ears, yellow noses 
and skin, the latter silky and elastic to the touch, 
like fourteen dollar cloth. 

We copy the following statements from Col- 
umella’s communication, which will give more 
in detail the qualities of this excellent breed. 

‘*My Cream-Pots are full in the body, deep in 
the flank, not quite as straight in the belly, nor 
as full in the twist, nor quiteas thick in the 
thigh, asthe Durhams; but in other respects, 
They excel in affording a great 
quantity of rich cream, capable of being con- 
verted into butter in ashort time, with little 
labor, with a very small proportion of butter- 
milk, the cream producing more than eighty 
per cent. of butter. I have changed the cream 
to butter not unfrequently in one minute, and it 
has been done in forty seconds. 


‘*Betty Cream-Pot, one of the third generation, 
dropped her first calf when only two and a half 
years. My foreman experimented with her milk 
as follows: After milking, he took two quarts of 
her milk from the pail, strained it and allowed it 
to stand in a pan twenty-four hours; then 
skimmed it, put the cream up in a bowl, and with 
a table-spoon converted it into butter in one 
minute. It was than worked as usual, and it 
weighed half a pound. Other similar experi- 
ments were made, the feed being only grass. She 
averaged about twelve quarts a day. 


‘‘About twenty years ago the Col. had forty 
cows and heifers, ten bulls, and bull calves, of 
different grades of his Cream-Pots, all bred by 
himself. My bulls selected for breeding purposes I 
keep until I have time to test their breeding quali- 
ties by offspring. In this way lam able to ascer- 
tain the qualities of the bull before offering him 
for sale. 

‘*The mother of this stock was a noble cow, 
raised in Groton, Mass. She was sold to a man 
in Dorcester, about five miles from Boston. Her 
cream was of such quality as to be changed into 
butter by the motion of the carriage, in riding to 
the city. Ccelebs was descended from Collins’ 
famous bull Comet. 

‘The late, and lamented Henry Colman, when 
‘Commissioner for the Agricultural Survey of 
Massachusetts,’ speaks in the following energetic 
terms of the Col. and his Cream-Pots : 

«««Mr. Jaques is entitled to great credit for his 
care and judicious selection in continuing and 
improving his stock. I hava repeatedly seen the 
cream from his cows, and its yellowness and con- 
sisteacy are remarkable; and in company with 
several gentlemen of the Legislature, I saw a 
portion of it converted to butter with a spoon in 
one minute. The color of Mr. Jaques’ stock is 
a deep red, a favorite color in New-England. 

They are well formed and thrifty on common 
feed: and if they continue to display the ex- 
traordinary properties by which they are now s0 
distinguished, they promise to prove the most 
valuable race of animals ever known among us 
for dairy purposes, and equal to any of which we 


We wish we could obtain accurate statictics— 
real facts respecting the comparative success of 
spring and winter wheat cultivated in Maine. 
We mean by comparative success the true amount 
actually harvested, and the quality of each, acre 
for acre, and bushel fur bushel. 

Say for a series of years—ten years if you 
please, we think that the success of winter wheat 
would not be far, if any, behind that of spring 
wheat. Our farmers will bear the loss of any 
other crop with a great deal more patience and 
resignation than they will the loss of a crop of 
winter wheat. Their grass crop may be winter 
killed or spring killed or dried up in summer, 
and they bear it without giving up its cultiva- 
tiog, but continue to put in the seed year after 
year and take the chances hopefully and cheer- 
fully. So itis with the potato crop—the rot, 
the rust, the curl, the frost, and such like enemies, 
may cut off the crop year after year, and so with 
many other crops, and still they continue their 
cultivation. But let them sow a field with win- 
ter wheat and if it should happen to be injured 
by frost in spring, or by rust, good bye to it. 
We will not try it again. Now, we are inclined 
to the belief that if the same number of acres 
should be sown every year as there is of spring 
wheat, and in as many different varieties of soil 
and situation, the success of it would compare 
favorably with that of the spring variety. Has 
it not been so this year? Those fields of winter 
wheat which we have seen have looked better and 
yielded better than spring wheat. 

The time for sowing this variety of wheat is at 
hand, and indeed even now is. Early sown wheat 
does the best in this country. Let it get well 
rooted before winter, and if it should become too 
rank, feed it off with sheep or calves or other light 
cattle. 





VALUABLE WEST INDIA WOODS. 
One of the great benefits of travel is the dis- 
covery of and making known natural products, 
so that by the aid of commerce countries desti- 
tute of them can be supplied, for the purposes of 
comfort or luxury. 

In countries that have long been known, such 
products may be found in daily and common use, 
which are but little known in countries not far 
distant from them. The introduction of such 
into the latter would be quite a desideratum. In 
perusing the account given by the editor of the 
Horticulturist, J. Jay Smith, of his ‘Trip to 
Cuba,”’ as given in the August number of that 
work, we find mention of two or three different 
kinds of trees, the wood of which would be valua- 
ble for several purposes, if introduced among us, 
such as the following: for instance, ‘‘the cedar 
wood, of which there seems to be an inexhausti- 
ble supply for cigar boxes, is the Cedrella Odor- 
ata. It is one of the most valuable and useful 
trees of the Island (if not the most so,) from its 
extraordinary durability. They say it never 
rots, its uses are consequently various. Employ- 
ed in the place of mahogany it makes the beams 
of houses that are so prominent an object in their 
ceilings, where they are carved or plain as taste 
or wealth may dictate. The polished doors of 
houses are also made of this, having the color 
but not the veneering of mahogony.”’ 

Mr. Smith says there is another tree, that has 
the novel property of keeping on fire after it is 
dried,—the highest wind will not extinguish it, 
and of course its value is great under certain 
circumstances. 

Another, (the Quibra hacha, or break axe) is 
of so hard a texture that ‘the best axe yields be- 
fore it can make an impression.’”’ We should 
like to know how they manufacture any thing 
out of it if steel will not cut it. If there is any 
way of doing so, it might be put to a great many 
valuable uses. He also mentions another tree or 
shrub called the Vomitel (Cordia Speciosa,)—it 
bears a thick leathery leaf, which is found ‘‘in- 
valuable for polishing turtle shell.’’ If it will 
polish turtle shell it will polish many other 
things, and would be a useful aid in the work- 
shop of many mechanics. 





For the Maine Fanner. 
CRANBERRY QUERIES. 
Mr. Epiror :—Will you give an ignorant far- 
mer a few sugggestions for the culture of the 
cranberry? I have a peat bed near a brook which 
can be drained easily, but cannot he easily flowed. 
Is it necessary to flow it? Where can the plants 
be procured which have been cultivated? By 





have any information.’ ’’ 

‘‘The Col. showed me a heifer calf, a few weeks 
old, of the thirty-fourth generation of the Cream- 
Pot breed, bred in-and-in, and it is a beautiful 
calf. The heifer, dropped by the same cow about 
a year ago, which the Col. says he has been more 
than thirty years milking, is one of the most 
beautiful heifers I ever saw, notwithstanding I 
have had a good opportunity to examine the best 
stock of the Middle and Western States, as well 
as that of New-England. 


‘‘This is the only systematic and successful at- 
tempt to originate a breed or race of cattle, that 
has come to my knowledge in this country. It 
more nearly resembles the Short-horn family than 
any other, as well it may, for it retains a 
thorough infusion of that excellent blood. The 
quality of the milk. is superior to that of the 
Short-horns, quantity probably less. As for 
work and the shambles, the Cream-Pots are good 
and so are the Short-horns.”’ 

Ashas been remarked, this is the only sys- 
tematic and successful attempt to originate a 


new breed of cattle, that we know of, this side 


of the Atlantic. But what will be the end there- 


of? Did those who purchased of this stock 
some years ago take any pains to perpetuate the 


good properties thereby obtained? Or did they, 
as is most generally the case, when blood is taken 
from careful breeders, breed them on the ‘‘Helter- 
“skelter” system, and finally lose all their dis- 


tinctive characteristics? Most probably the 


latter. 


answering these inquiries, and giving some general 
directions for their successful propagation and 
cultivation, you will obblige © A Sunscriper. 
Gorham, Me., Aug. 24th, 1857. 


Norz. We have, several times, published such 
directions for raising cranberries as have been 
found successful. In number 6 of the current 
volume (Jan. 29), you will find an article upon 
this subject. Flowing the land is not absolutely 
necessary, but would be advantageous. Water 
and sand seem to be congenial to the cranberry 
when combined. You will find cranberries cul- 
tivated on peat bog in Cape Elizabeth. Fall is 
considered the best time to set out the plants, 
you can take from any peat bog where they grow 
naturally. 

C. M. Saxton & Co., of New York, will send 
you Eastwood’s manual on the cultivation of the 
cranberry for 50cts., which you will find an in- 
structive little work. Ep, 





Larcz Hay Crop. Mr. Guthrie of Chicago, 
Illinois, has one field of eight hundred and fifty 
acres of hay, inclosed with a good pine board 
and cedar post fence. He is cutting from other 
fields at least one thousand acres besides, and ex- 
pects to cut and press this year five thousand 
tuns of hay. 





Curs ror Brack Lec 1s Cartiz. Remove the 
mortified flesh with some sharp instrument, and 
cleanse the sore with some healing wash ; then fill 
it with powdered copperas, and sew it up. 





For the Maine Farmer. 
APPLE TREES,---CAUSE OF DEATH. 

Mr. Epiror :—After putting my last commu- 
nication for the Farmer in the office, I opened 
your paper and found a challenge from M. B. 
Sears. Ido not think it ‘half fair’ in that 
gentleman to impose such a task on me, as to 
wrest four such ‘‘stubborn things from the pur- 
pose to which he hasapplied them, and offer you 
the reward if I succeed. But as I am ever ready 
to do a neighbor ‘‘a good turn,” and especially 
as I should like to see the Editor of the Farmer 
in ‘‘a good beaver,’’ I accept the challenge. 

I will first correct Mr. S., fur by some means 
he has fallen into an error in relation to the po- 
sition I took in my first communication. He 
says, ‘If trees neither winter nor spring killed, 
but only fall killed, as your correspondent af- 
firms,’’ &c. Your correspondent never affirmed 
any such thing, nor anything from which an 
idea can, in fairness, be inferred. On this point 
Mr. S. has been ‘‘beating the air’’ with his stub- 
born things, or as it is sometimes termed ‘bark- 
ing up the wrong tree.”” This discussion arose 
from the question of B. F. G.: ‘what has killed 
so many fruit trees,—the winter or spring ?’’ to 
which I answered, ‘‘neither, but the fall,”’ refer- 
ing in my answer, as he undoubtedly did in the 
question. to the recent killing. In giving my 
reasons for that opinion, I stated that ‘‘our first 
freezing nights came on last fall when the ground 
was full of water and the trees full of sap. The 
ground froze to the depth of several inches ‘the 
first snap,’’ and it was then the injur ywas done, 
in my opinion. That such a thing could not oc- 
cur in the winter or spring even, was far from 
my meaning, and far from my belief; and here I 
will express my thanks to Mr. S. for the lucid 
and truthful representation of the injury done 
to trees in 1832; ‘provided like eauses produces 
like effect,’”? he could not have brought a better 
proof of the correctness of my theory. 


I learn by a gentleman who spent the winter 
and spring in Georgia, that like causes produced 
like effects at the South last spring. Trees had 
considerably advanced in preparation to put on 
their summer dress, and ‘Jack Frost’? caught 
them—not ‘‘napping”’ but wide awake, and the 
destruction of fruit and trees was very extensive. 
If they had been napping as they were last J&n- 
uary, no such destruction could have occurred, 
in my opinion. 

My object in this communication is, not to 
sustain my own theory, but to win the beaver for 
the Doctor. First in the order of the reserved 
facts is the statement of Mr. S. Immediately 
after the intense cold, and before any thaw, I 
called on Asher Moore, Esq. We found on ex- 
amination of his trees, that those scions which 
had been exposed to the cold were dead and 
black, while those which had been buried in the 
the snow drift were perfectly fresh and bright. 
Here we have to begin with, by Mr. S's. own 
showing, proof positive, that the injury was 
done subsequent to the 25th and 26th of Jan., 
the days on which he has arrayed this and other 
fact to prove it was done. The scions were frozen 
by the intense cold the 25th and 26th of Jan., 
and remained frozen, as he affirms, till the exam- 
ination. Then by what possible process was the 
color changed? None that can be shown, or 
rationally thought of. 


I might stop here and claim the ‘‘beaver,’’ but 
as Mr. S. might think it too summary a manner 
of treating a case on which so much is depending, 
we will see whether the other facis prove any- 
thing, or prove as the first does, the opposite of 
the purpose to which he has applied them, name- 
ly, to show that scions and trees were damaged 
by the cold of last January. 

The fact in order is embraced in the following 
sentences, viz.: I have a nursery engrafted one 
year ago, the scions in which were, last fall, 
from one to four feet in length. The ground in 
a part of the nursery lay entirely bare last win- 
ter, and as [ expected, nine tenths of the trees 
were killed, root and branch,—then comes the 
triumphant inquiry, ‘How did this happen?’’ 
His own answer is, ‘“‘by hard freezing of the 
earth during the winter.’”’ The proof that it 
was the hard freezing during the winter, not the 
intense cold of the 25th, and 26th of January, 
(a different Iam thinking, unless during the 
winter means only two days,) is the statement 
that in the part of the nursery covered with 
snow the trees all lived except the tops, which 
were uncovered. 

The dying of the last growth of nursery trees 
of that age, even in mild winters is no unusual 
occurrence, especially if they have made a growth 
of ‘four feet.”” But how does the killing of 
nursery trees by hard freezing of the earth dur- 
ing the winter, prove incontestably, the damage 
was in consequence of the intense cold the 25th 
and 26th of January? Did the earth freeze 
harder on those two days than on all the other 
days of the winter? or is the 25th and 26th of 
January an abbreviation for during the winter? 


The next is a fact of similar character to that 
last considered,—has no bearing upon the ques- 
tion at issue. How does the fact that trees, on 
the part of his orchard in which the ground lies 
naked during the winters, have often been killed 
by deep freezing of the earth, prove the damage 
was in consequence of intense cold, last January ? 

The last of the stubborn things remains to be 
considered. We have it in his statement that he 
cut scions last of December, and in the spring 
set 52,000 of them, and that he was more suc- 
cessful in making them live and grow than others 
were, who cut their scions later, or after the 
intense cold. And what does it prove? If that 
be true, it would be proof of one of five condi- 
tions, the existence of either of which would be 
sufficient to account for the difference, viz.: the 
scions were in a better state when cut ; they were 
preserved better; the setting was better done ; 
they were set in better season ; or the stocks in 
which they were set were better. On this sup- 
position Mr. S.’s chance is as one to four, to 
make anything out of this long reserved fact, but 
even this chance is not left him. I cut no scions 
earlier than the middle of February, and with 
scions cut from that date to the beginning of 
April, I engrafted between 6,000 and 7,000 
stocks, which were taken up before the ground 
froze last fall, kept in the cellar through the 
winter, and engrafted in March. 500 of them 
were engrafted with scions cut from the Baldwin 








tree, referred to in my last communication, which 
is now dead as his ‘‘haddock.’’ My loss on the 
whole was not more than four or five per cent, 
and on the Baldwins, did not exceed three per 
cent. 

Now how stands the case? The first fact, in- 
stead of being proof that the damage was done 
the 25th and 26th of January, as alleged, shows 
conclusively that it was done at an earlier period. 
The second and third go to show that hard freez- 
ing of the earth during the winter will kill apple 
trees, which nobody ever doubted, and which oc- 
curred on his own premises several times within 
the last six years, and that too without the ther- 
mometer showing once in the whole time, so low 
a temperature as it did last January. And what 
is established by the last fact? Why, nothing 
in particular, except that Mr. Sears must have 
been very diligent to set 52,000 scions in one 
spring, and very fortunate to make ‘‘more than 
nine-tenths of them live and grow finely,’’ not- 
withstanding scions cut this spring were not one- 
fourth alive. Will Mr. Sears send the Doctor 
the beaver ? 

There are several other things in this curious 
document from the pen of Mr. Sears, I would like 
to notice; two or three of which, at the risk of 
being tedious, will receive a passing notice. 

He says, in one place, ‘‘the bark is not rift or 
started from the trunk ;’’ in another, ‘why does 
the rupture occur on the south side of the tree?’’ 
Again, he says, ‘‘if killed in the fall, why did 
they not all die, provided like cause produces 
like effect?’’ I am surprised that a /uminous 
body of sufficient illuminating power to enlighten 
one-half the ‘*world,’’ should not have discover- 
ed by his own light, that if this argument 
“‘weighs mightily against Mr. Foster’s theory,”’ 
it utterly overthrows his own. If ‘intense cold,”’ 
without regard to the condition of the juices of 
the tree, was the cause of the damage, (by the 
way, this is the only question at issue,) it might 
well be asked, ‘‘why did not all die?’ Were 
not all trees in the same vicinity surrounded with 
the same temperature? If this be true, and in- 
tense cold alone, the cause, why do we find trees 
of the same variety, and near each other, one 
taken and another left? Did ‘intense cold,’’ as 
as well as the man that owns the thermometer 
that indicates it, ‘know more than a thing or 
two,’’—know what trees to kill, and what not to 
kill? Accommodating ‘‘intense cold,’’ surely ! 

Why was the Doctor to have the beaver, if any 
gentleman would ‘wrest these facts? And did 
Mr. S. suppose he was so friendless that ‘‘none 
careth for his head?’’ If so, it was as great an 
error in judgment as thinking the facts incon- 
testible. Rather than see the Doctor go bare- 
headed, he has friends who would undertake even 
greater labors than that of overthrowing a theory 
built on four such stubborn facts. 

-I close this communication by making a propo- 
sition which gives Mr. Sears a chance to gain the 
reward of the labor. 

If he will, next December, cut down a healthy 
apple tree, having a fair growth of scions on it, 
and of such size that the wood will not season 
through by two months exposure, place it on the 
north side of the roof of his barn till the 25th 
and 26th of Jan., then get the mercury down to 
as low a point as it was on those days last Jan., 
and cut and send me some of the scions, I will 
give him two good beavers if I do not make more 
than nine out of ten of them live and grow finely. 
If he did not win, one question would be settled 
to his satisfaction, viz:—that intense cold-alone, 
unless more indtnse than that of last Jan., will 
not kill apple trees. N. Foster. 

Gardiner, Moy 22, 1857. 

For the Maine Farmer. 
SETTLING LANDS IN AROOSTOOEK 

Mr. Eprror:—My attention has just been 
called to a communication in the Farmer of Aug. 
13th, from **A Subscriber,’’ asking for ‘‘infor- 
tion in regard to the State settling lands in 
Aroostook County,”’ and which you have ‘‘¢urn- 
ed over’’ to some of your ‘* Aroostook correspond- 
ents.’”” ‘*A Subscriber’’ wishes to know the best 
place to locate in, price of land per acre, terms 
of payment, the best time to commence clearing, 
&e. 
There might be a difference of opinion respect- 
ing the ‘*best place to locate in,’’ but we think 
people from abroad are usually pleased with the 
valley of the Aroostook—and we would mention 
among some of the best settling towns in this 
vicinity, Letter C. Range 1, Letter D. Rango 1, 
Letter E. Range 1,—Townships F. G. H. and I. 
Range 2, Townships 12 and 13 Range 3, No. 12 
Range 5, &c., &e. In these townships the State 
has more or less settling lands, and in any of 
these, and in other townships, the emigrant will 
find land that cannot fuil to please the most 
fastidious. Letter C. Range 1 was lotted for set- 
lement last year, and is an excellent settling 
town. The price is 50 cts. per acre, to be paid 
by the settler in making his own roads, and the 
State allows him three years in which to perform 
his ‘‘road labor.’’ The settler is also required 
to perform certain settling duties in clearing and 
building a house, &c. No one person is allowed 
to purchase more than 200 acres. The best time 
to commence to fell trees is in June and July, 
but our farmers usually fell trees when they get 
ready. 

This is emphatically the best section of the 
State for agricultural purposes, and if our young 
and energetic men who are now turning their 
steps towards the ‘‘far West,’’ would but come 
to the Aroostook, we think they would be well 
pleased to locate here, and in improving their 
own prospects, add to the wealth and prosperity 
of our noble State. 

This section of the country also offers peculiar 
inducement for mecanics of all kinds. In this 
thriving little village we need more mechanics. 
A cabinet maker, a tin plate worker, a tanner 
and currier, especially, would find employment 
here. 

If ‘A Subscriber,” or any other of your nu- 
merous readers, wish for farther information in 
regard to this region, I shall be happy, at any 
time, to tell them all I can about it. 

Josern B. Haw. 

Presque Isle, Aroostook Co. Me., Aug., 17, ’57. 








Darep Sweet Corn ror Winter. Take the 
corn when green, boil and dry it in your oven 
one day, shell, and dry till quite hard, put into 
a bag and hang ix a dry place for winter use. 


YORK COUNTY AG. SOCIETY. 
LIST OF PREMIUMS. 


The annual Show and Fair of this Society will be 
held at Saco, on Tuesday and Wednesday, Oct. 13 and 
14. The Trustees offer the following premiums :— 


MANAGEMENT OF Farys. 

For the most valuable and economical improvement in 
the cultivation and management of Farms entire, dur- 
ing the year, including lands, crop, stock and all other 
appendages, $10. 

Improvine Meapow anv Swamp Lanps. 

For best ccnducted experiment in reclaiming wet mead- 
ow or swamp lands, by drainage or otherwise, on not 
less than one acre, the course of management and 
the produce, &c., for a period of two years, at least, 
to be detailed, with an exact statement of all inciden- 
tal expenses, $6. 

Oty Pasture Lanps. 

For best conducted experiment in restoring and improv- 
ing old pasture lands, with an account of the means 
employed and the expense of the same, $5. 


ComraRATive Vatue or Crops As Foop ror Cartte. 
For the most satisfactory experiment upon a stock of cat- 
tle, not less than four in number, in ascertaining the 
relative value of the different kinds of fodder used, 
with a statement in detail of the quantity and value of 
the same, as compared with English hay, the experi- 
ment to be made in three winter months, $10. 
Premium to be awarded in the fall of 1858. 


Green Fopper. 

For the most satisfactory experiment in the growth and 
use of Indian corn for green fodder, on not less than 
1-4 acre, lst premium, $3; 2d, 2; 3d, 1. 

CuutivaTion oF Graryx Crops. 

For best conducted experiment in Wheat, on not less 
than one acre, Ist prem., $4; 2d, 2. Do. Rye, do., 
Ist prem., 4; 2d, 2. Do. Oats, do., lst prem., 4; 2d, 2. 
Do. Barley, do., lst prem., 4; 2d, 2. Do. Indian Corn, 
do., Ist prem., 5; 2d, 3; 3d, 2. Do. White Beans, on 
not less than 1-2 acre, 4. 

Mrxep Crops. 

For best conducted experiment in the cultivation of 
mixed crops of grains and vegetables, in alternate 
rows, let prem., $6; 2d, 4. This must be made on not 
less than one acre of land, and a statement in detail of 
the expense and product will be required. 


Root Curtvure. 

For best conducted experiment in raising Potatoes, $4. 
Do. Beets, 3. Do. Carrots, 4. Do. Parsnips, 3. 
Do. Ruta Bagas,4. Do. Mangel Wurtzel,3. Do. 
Turnips, 3. Do. Onions, 3. In each case a sample of 
one bushel to be presented at the annual exhibition. 


VEGETABLES. 

For best conducted experiment in raising the Autumnal 
Marrow and Winter Crookneck Squash, on not less 
than 1-8 ofan acre of land, at least one dozen to 
be exhibited ut the exhibition, Ist prem., $3. 

For the best collection and variety of garden vege- 
tables, regard being had to the quantity as well as qual- 
ity exhibited, lst prem., $5; 2d, 2. 

For best collection of Potatoes, not less than a peck of 
each variety, 3. 

PLoveatye. 

For best performance in ploughing, 1-8 acre, within one 
hour, not less than nine inches in depth, Ist prem. $6; 
2d, 4; 34,3. Do., not less than seven inches deep, 
single team, Ist prem., 4; 2d, 3; 3d, 2. 

For best performance in ploughing with horses, lst prem., 
4; 2d, 3. 

Spapixe Marca. 

For the best performance in spading, not less than ten 
inches in depth, on a piece of not less than one hun- 
dred square feet of sward land; due regard being had 
to time, the thoroughness of the pulverization of the 
soil, and the state in which it is left for the reception 
of the seed, Ist prem., $3; 2d, 2. 


ANIMALS. 

For the best beef animal, fattened within the county, re- 
gard being had to the manner of feeding, and the ex- 
pense thereof, Ist prem., $5; 2d, 3; 3d, 2. 

For best bull not less than two years old, on satisfactory 
evidence being given that he shall be kept for use in 
the Courfty for nine months from the day of exhibi- 
tion, lst prem., 6; 2d, 4. 

For best bull Calf, under two years old, 3; 2d, 2. 

For best Milch Cow, not less than three years old, Ist 
prem., 5; 2d, 3; 3d, 2. 

For best Heifer, not more than three years old, Ist prem., 
$3; 2d, 2; 3d, 1. 

For best yearling Heifer, Ist prem., 2; 2d, 1. 

Workinc Oxen. 

For best pair Working Oxen, not less than five years old, 
regard being had to their size, strength, docility, train- 
ing and appearance; the test of their power not to ex- 
ceed two tons—lIst prem., $6; 2d, 4; 3d, 3. 

For best two pairs Working Oxen, as above, Ist prem., 
6; 2d, 4; 3d, 3. 

For best team from any one town, not less than cight 
yokes, Ist prem., 10; 2d, 6; 3d, 4. 

For best pair Steers, four years old and under five, bro- 
ken to yoke, Ist prem., 5; 24,3; 3d,2. Do., three 
years old and under four, Ist prem., 4; 2d, 3; 3d, 2. 
Do., two years old and under three, Ist prem., 3; 2d, 
2; 3d, 1. Do., one year old and under two, lst prem., 
3; 2d, 2; 3d 1. 

Horses. 

For best pair matched borses, Ist prem., $6; 2d, 3; 3d, 2. 

For best single carriage Horse, lst prem., 5; 2d, 3; 3d, 2. 

For best work or farm Horse, lst prem., 4; 2d, 3; 3d, 2. 

For best Stallion, on satisfactory assurance that he shall 
be kept in the County at least nine months from the 
day of exhibition, lst prem., 10; 2d, 6. 

For best Breeding Mare, with foal by her side, lst prem., 
5; 2d, 3. 

For best three years old colt, Ist prem., 4; 2d, 2. Do., 
two years old, lst prem., 3; 2d, 2. 

For best Trotting Horse, regard being had to the action 
and time, lst prem., 10; 2d, 6. 

Swive. 

For best Boar, not less than six months old, Ist prem., 
$3; 2d, 2. 

For best Breeding Sow with Pigs, Ist prem., 5; 2d, 3. 

For best litter of Pigs, not less than four in number, re- 
gard being had to their ago, Ist prom., 4; 2d, 3. 

For best fattened Swine, 4; 2d, 2. 

° Suezep. 

For best flock Sheep, not less than six in number, Ist 
prem., $5; 2d, 3. 

Lrve Fowts. 

For best lot Geese, $2. Do. Turkeys, 3. 

For best lot Live Fowls, not less than twelve, $3; 2d lot, 
not less than six, 2; 3d do., do., 1. 

TEAMSTER. 

To the boy under sixteen years of age, who will display 
the most ingenuity in training or driving a team on 
the day of exhibition, Ist prem., $3; 2d, 2. 

Darry. 

For the best produce of Butter, on any farm within the 
County, for four months, from the 20th of May to the 
20th of September, a sample of not less than twenty 
pounds to be exhibited—quantity as well as quality to 
be taken into view; with a full account of the manner 
of feeding the Cows, and the general management of 
the milk and butter, lst prem., $6; 2d, 4. 

For best June butter, not less than 26 Ibs., Ist prem., 4; 
2d, 2. Do. Sept. do., Ist prem., 4; 2d, 2. 

For best Butter, not less than 25 Ibs., made by any girl 
under twenty-one years of age, Ist prem., Set Silver 
Spoons; 2d, Silver Butter Knife. 

For best cheese, not less than 25 pounds, lst prem., 2; 
2d, 1. 


Breap. 





For best leaf Wheat and Indian Bread of two to four 


Ibs. weight, Ist prem., $1; 2d, 50c. Do. Rye and Indian 
bread, four to six lbs weight, lst prem., 1; 2d, 50c. 
Do. Wheat Bread, two to four lbs. weight, lst prem., 
1; 2d, 50c. 
Cranserry VINES. 

For the most successful experiment in transplanting 
Cranberry Vines, or raising them from the seed, which 
shall be in the most flourishing and productive state 
on the Ist of September, 1857, $5. Statement of opera- 
tions required. 

' Hepaes. 
For best live Hedge Fence, planted within five years, of 
not less than five hundred feet in length, $5. 


Domestic MaNvuractures. . 

Fancy articles, including Needlewoik, Crochetwork, 
Shellwork, Millinery, Drawings, Paintings, etc., also 
articles wrought by children under twelve years of 
age, exhibiting superior ingenuity and industry. For 
such articles in this department as may be deemed 
worthy, a premium at the discretion of the Commit- 
tee. . 


For best specimen of Patching, $1. Do. Darning, 1. 


Manvracturers or Ciots, Fiaynecs, Horsery, &c. 


For best specimen Cotton Cloth, of any description, not 
less than twenty-eight yards, 1. Do. do, Woolen do., 
not less than twenty yards, 2. Do. do. Cotton and 
Wodglen do., not less than twenty yards, 1 50. 

For best specimen Flannel, not less than twenty yards, 
2. Do. Woolen Blankets, 1 50. 

For best specimen Woolen Hose, 50c. Do. do. Half 
Hose, 25c. Do. Cotton Hose, 50c. Do. do. Half do., 
25c. Worsted Hose, 50c. Do. Half Hose 25c. Do. 
Sewing Silk, not less than 1-2 1b. 2. Knitting Yarn, 
not less than 1 Ib., 50c. 
For best Fleece of Wool, 1. 
1; 2d, dip. 

For best Counterpane, regard being had to quality and 
expe nee of material, Ist prem., 2; 2d, 1. 


Do Hearth Rug, Ist prem., 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

For best collection Earthen and Wooden Ware, a dis- 

eretionary premium. Do Brass, Copper, and Brittania 

Ware, do. Do. Cabinet Work, prem. or dip. 

For best specimens of Horse and Ox Shoes, 1. 

For best specimen thick Boots, 1. Do. thin do., 1. 

Ladies’ do., 1. Do. do. walking Shoes, 50c. 

For best Upper or Sole Leather, or Morocco, a discretion- 

ary premium. 

For best single Carriage Tarness; double do.; cart do.; 
discretionary premium each. 

For best specimens Family carriages, discretionary premi- 
umeach. Do. Wheelbarrow, do. Do. Cart, do. 

For finest collection and best specimens of Jellies, Pre- 
serves, Pickles and Ketchups, made of articles of do- 
mestic growth, discretionary premium. 

For any new Invention of decided superiority and use- 
fuln ess to the farmer, discretionary premium. 


Do. 


Honey. 

For greatest quantity and best quality of Honey, Ist 
prem., $3; 2d, 2. 

Freits anp FLowens. 

For best grown and groatest variety of Apples, Ist prem., 
3; 2d, 2; 3d, 1. Do Pears, let prem., 3; 2d, 2; 3d, 1. 
Do. peck do., lst prem., 2; 2d, 1; 3d, 500. Do. dish 
do. not less than twelve,, lat prem., 2; 241. Dodo. 
Apples, do., 1st prem.,1; 2d, 50c. Do. bushel Au- 
tumn apples, Ist prem., 1; 2d, 750; 3d, 50c. Do. do. 
Winter Apples, lst prem., 1; 2d, 750; 3d, 50c. 

For best Native Grapes, raised in open air, lst prem., 
3; 2d, 2; 3d, 1. Do. Foreign do., lst prem., 3; 2d, 2. 

Premiums will be awarded on Flowers and Boquets in 
amount not exceeding $5. 

All entuies for premiums must be made in writing with 
the Secretary, Joy Hanscom, before the first day of 
the Show, (except as specified in the offerings) so that 
they may be arranged and ready for the several Adjudg- 
ing Committees, without confusion and mistakes on the 
morning ofthe Show. They may be transmitted to him 
by mail or otherwise, at Saco, previous to Oct. 13. No 
entries will bo received from Saco or Biddeford after 
Monday evening, and none from any other town in the 
county after 9 A. M. on the morning of the Show. 
Articles brought in after the time specified will bo for 
exhibition only. 


Rervs P. Taper, 
Asraua™ CUTTER, 


0. D. Born, Committee 
Mark Paixe, of 
Tracy Hewes, Arrangements. 


O. B. CHapbovry, 
Lawrence JonDAy, 





RAISING AND PRESERVING TOMATOES. 

To many persons there is something unpleas- 
ant in the flavor of this excellent fruit. It has, 
however, long been used for culinary purposes 
in many parts of Europe ; it has been of late ex- 
tensively cultivated, and become a general favorite 
in this country. Dr. Bennett, a professor of 
some celebrity, considers it an invaluable article 
of diet, and ascribes to it very important medical 
proprieties :— 

1. That the tomato is one of the most power- 
ful aperients of the Materia Medica, and that in 
all those affections of the liver and organs where 
calomel is indicated 1t is probably the most affec- 
tive and least harmful remedial agent known to 
the profession. 

2. That a chemical extract will be obtained 
from it which will altogether supersede the use 
of calomel in the cure of disease. 

3. That he has successfully treated diarrhoea 
with this article alone. 

4. That when used as an article of diet, it al- 


most a sovereign remedy for dyspepsia and indi- 
gestion. 


5. That persons arriving from the East or 
North to the South or West, should by all means 
make use of it as an aliment, asit would, in 
that event, save them the danger attendant 
upon those violent billious attacks to which al- 
most all unacclimated persons are liable. 

9. That the citizens in ordinary should make 
use of it either raw, cooked, or in the form of a 
catsup, with their daily food, as it is the most 
healthy article in the materia c imentaria. 





Tar Carvest Sucar Cane wv Texas. The Gal- 
veston Civilian remarks that Dr. Royal of that 
paper, during his recent tour in Western Texas, 
had good opportunities for observing the result 
of the experiments now making in the cultiva- 
tion of the Chinese sugar cane in that region, 
and adds : 


‘He says that, from the recent experiments 
made in the sugar region of this State, it is evi- 
dent that it will never supersede the ordinary 
cane for the manufacture of sugar; but, in the 
more northern portions of the country, where 
cane will not grow, sugar enough for domestic 
consumption may be made from the Chinese cane, 
as it will mature in less than three months. 
The stalk is as sweet as that of ordinary cane, 
but not so large or juicy. It rattoons or suckers 
as well or better ; will stand drouth or frost ; and 
will yield two crops the same season. As food 
for all kinds of stock it surpasses in quantity and 
quality any grain now in cultivation, and should 
hereafter constitute a portion of the crop of every | 
farmer in Texas.’ 
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NO. 37. 
—— 
DOMESTIC RECEIPTS. 


SELECTED FROM VARIOUS SOUBCES. 


Buiacxserry Wine. Gather when ripe on a 
dry day. Put into a vessel with the head out, 
and a tap fitted near the bottom ; pour on them 
boiling water to cover them. Mash the berries 
with your hands, and let them stand covered till 
the pulp rises to the top and formsa crust in 
three or fuur days. Then draw off the fluid into 
another vessel, and to every gallon add one 
pound of sugar; mix well, and put into a cask 
to work fora week or ten days, and throw off 
any remaining lees, keeping the cask well-filled, 
particularly at the commencement. When the 
working has ceased bung it. down; after six 
to twelve months it may be bottled. 

Buiacxserry Jam. Gather the fruit in dry 
weather: allow half a pound of good brown 
sugar to every pound of fruit; boil the whole 
together gently for an hour, or till the black- 
berries are soft, stirring and mashing them well. 
Preserve it like any other jam, and it will be 
found very useful in families, particularly for 
children ; regulating their bdwels, and enabling 
you to dispense with cathartics. It may be, 
spread on bread, or on puddings, instead of 
butter and even when the blackberries are bought, 
it is cheaper than butter. 


Strains or Wine, Frurr, &c., AFTER THEY HAVE 
BEEN LonG In Lingy. Rub the part on each side 
with yellow soap; then lay on a mixture of 
starch in cold water very thick ; rub it well in, 
and expose the linen to the sun and air till the 
stain comes out. If not removed in three or 
four days, rub that off and renew the process. 
When dry it may besprinkled with a little water. 


Toxato Sor. One peck of tomatoes, peeled 
and chopped ; 1 teacup of salt; 4 cup of whole 
black pepper; 2 tablespoons of pounded cloves ; 
2 do. allspice, 2 red peppers, cut up, and 4 large 
onions, chopped fine. Boil all together im a 
preserving kettle one hour very hard; stir all 
the time, to prevent burning at the bottom. Just 
befure you take it off, add a quart of strong 
vinegar. When cold, bottle and seal. Half a 
cup of celery seed isan improvement. It is de- 
lightful seasoning for soups and stews. 

To Preserve Arries. Weigh equal quanti- 
ties of good brown sugar and of apples. Peel, 
core, and mince them small. Boil the sugar, al- 
lowing to every three pounds a pint of water. 
Skim it well, and boil it pretty thick. Then 
add the apples, the grated peel of one or two 
lemons, and two or three pieces of white ginger. 
Boil till the apples fall, and look clear and yel- 
low. Apples prepared in this way will keep for 
years. 





AN IMPORTANT DISCOVERY. 
Taz Foru or Continents Derekurvep BY THE 
Sex. The scientific circles at Cambridge have 
been recently interested in an observation of 
Professor Peirce, not yet published, upon the form 
of the Continents. If we elevate a terrestrial 
globe until the Arctic and Antarctic circles are 
tangent to the wooden horizon, and then cause 
the globe slowly to revolve, we shall find that a 
majority of the lines of elevation in the earth's 
crust—i. ¢.. coast lines and mountain ranges— 
will, either as they rise or as they go down, coin- 
cide in passing with the wooden horizon. For 
example, the main coast of the United States 
tending northeast will, if carried on im # great 
circle, graze the Arctic circle, and the coast of 
Florida and Labrador tending northwest will 
graze it on the other side. The same is true of 
the east coasts of South America and Africa, the 
coasts of the Red Sea, of Italy, of the Black 
Sea, of Honduras, of New Zealand, &c. The 
Arctic and Antarctic circles are also coast lines, 
being always tangent to the horizon. 
It is almost impossible to exaggerate the impor- 
tance of this fine discovery, proving as it does, 
hy geological facts, that the obliquity of the eclip- 
tic has been essentially unchanged since the dawn 
of creation, and that solar heat was the agent to 
carry out the command on the second day to let 
the dry land appear. The line of separation be- 
tween light and darkness, between solar heat and 
the coolness of night, travelling daily fur two 
months in summer, and again for two months in 
winter, in such a position as to coincide in pase- 
ing with the lines of upheaval, indicates unmis- 
takeably that it was connected with the deter- 
mination of those lines; the slight expansion 
and shrinking being sufficient to determine the 
line of rupture of the crust. From a compari- 
son of the forms of the continents, Professor 
Peirce also draws the order of their upheaval ; 
showing, for instance, that the Western Conti- 
nent is older than Europe, and that the Gulf 
Stream, during the second day of creation, caused 
the great variety of outline in that continent. 
[Christian Examiner for July. 


Savixc Garpen Szvps. The first vegetables, 
peas or snap beans, that appear, save for seed ; 
the first stock of okra that shows a pod, let it go 
to seed ; the first cucumber, squash or melon, 
save for seed. In this way we may succeed in 
getting much earlier vegetables, than by follow- 
ing the usual method of taking the refuse of all 
our garden crops. Save the earliest and best of 
everything for seed. Our egg plants might be 
brought into bearing much sooner, if we would 
savo the first for seed. Who can stand it, with all 
the long year’s dearth of delicious morsels, to save 
the first roasting ear or tomato that may appear, 
for seed? And yet, if we would bring forward 
the whole crop two or three weeks earlier, it 
must be done. Let it be a settled maxim of the 


gardener—the first and best of everything for 
seed. [Exchange. 


Crops Iv Maing axnp New Hamrsomes. «A 
gentleman who has recently journeyed from West 
Parsonsficld, Me., to Freedom, N. H., writes to 
us as follows : 

‘“‘The weather is very unsettled. The country 
looks beautifully. Monstrous crops of corn and 
potatoes are promising everywhere. I am afraid 
that meadow haying will be fatally interfered 
with by the rains, in many instances. Most of 
the meadow lands are mid-leg deep with water. 
Farmers who rely on their meadows—which were 
ready for the scythe by the middle of July— 
look ‘as blue as mustard’ over their misfortunes. 


Further iries and observation 
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It will be seen by the programme of operations 
below, that the Trustees have been enabled, and 
authorized, by liberal and spirited citizens in dif- 
ferent sections of the State, to extend their list of 
premiums fur competitors beyond the published 
list. In doing this they carry out the wishes of 
those who contribute to the object. . 

It will be well, perhaps, to remark here, that 
in doing this they use none of the money fur- 
nished by the Stat®to be distributed in premi- 
ums. This is appropriated for the specific pur- 
pose mentioned in the pamphlet list. The funds 
appropriated for the ‘‘grand contest’’ and the 
‘‘firemen’s rally,’’ are from other sources, to be 
distributed by the Trustees fur the purposes 
named, according to their judgment. 

The prospects for having a first rate exhibition 
at Bangor are bright. The Trustees have made 
every arrangement that will be requisite, and the 
work of preparation is going on. Among other 
arrangements which will contribute to the con- 
venience of exhibitors of heavy machinery, is a 
large, two-story building, in the basement of 
which, by the liberality of Messrs. Hinkley & 
Egery, is to be placed a powerful steam engine, 
which will be used to propel any machinery that 
isbrought, and its full action thus be easily de- 


The Fine Arts department promises to be ex- 
cellent. Among the attractions to be seen will 
be the interesting group of wax statuary, by a 
Maine artist, representing the trial of our Savior 
before Pontius Pilate, the proprietor, Mr. B. F. 
Thorndike, having entered it for exhibition. 






ordinary interest, bringing, as it does, the intel- 
ligence of the loss of the great amine tele- 
graph*cable, after the successful paying out of 
350 miles. We had hoped to announce. the tri- 
umphant completion of this great work in our 
present issue, but we are not at all doubtful of 
its final success. The experiments thus far tried 
have demonstrated, beyond the possibility of a 
doubt, at least three things which were looked 
upon rather as the assumptions of over confident 
minds, than as the authorised conclusions of 
scientific research and experiment. These are, 
first—that the electric fluid can be successfully, 
and without material retardation, sent through 
2500 miles of wire. Second, that its passage is 
not influenced by being submerged in the ocean, 
even at the depth of two miles, signals between 
the ship and shore being constantly exchanged, 
up to the moment of the break. Third, that the 
enterprise is feasible, and will eventually succeed 
—the failure of the first attempt being attribu- 
table rather to defect in the paying out machin- 
ery, and perhaps, in part, to a lack of skill, or 
error of judgment in those conducting the opera- 
tion, from the novelty of the affair, than to any 
insurmountable natural or scientific obstacles. 
Therefore, we havea firm belief that the tele- 
graph will be completed. Perhaps not at the 
second, nor yet at the third trial,—but it is now 
merely a question of time. Each successive trial 
will show wherein the former attempts were 
deficient, and the care which will be taken to 
guard against failure, with past experience for a 
guide, will finally give the world the greatest 
work of this or any other age—a work that will 
do more to strengthen and perpetuate the present 
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For the Maine Farmer. 
SUMNER, Me. 

Mr. Eprror:—Here I am, inhaling the invigo- 
rating air, and quaffing the pure water of one of 
the most hilly towns of Oxford Co. It is situa- 
ted midway between the waters of the Great and 
Little Androscoggin, on the height of land. and, 
of course, the face of the town is exceedingly un- 
even and broken. There are several high peaks, 
or mountains, some of whose summits are bare 
rocks, while others are covered with verdure to 
the top. The growth was originally, and is now, 
where left, mostly hard wood. I have not seen 
a pine or hemlock tree in the town. The soil is 
rather light, than otherwise, for a hilly country, 
very few ledges showing themselves above the sur- 
face, except on the very highest portions ; and 
generally the land is not very strong. I judge 
there are about stones enough to divide it into 
convenient fields and pastures, with but few to 
spare. The hills are far from being steep ; and 
the fields, generally, are inclined just enough to 
freely drain off the surplus water, without being 
so much so as to render them inconvenient for 
cultivation. The settlement of the town com- 
menced in 1783; and, I judge, from its appear- 
ance, was early occupied in every part. There is 
no part of the town, that I have seen, which is 
not dotted over with farms and dwellings, except 
the highest hills,—and even some of them are 
cleared and improved high up towards their sum- 
mits. The log houses and temporary fences of 
the first settlers are gone; the hastily erected, 
and not unfrequently, rudely constructed, dwell- 
ings of the next generation, are generally decayed 
or removed ; and in their places, all over town, 
are to be seen neat, convenient, and well finished 
houses and other buildings, indicating a remark- 





friendly relations of two of the greatest nations) 
in the world, than could be affected in any other | 
manner. 

The following additional particulars of the 
breaking of the cable are copied from the London 
Times of Saturday, Aug. 15 :— 

Pirwovtn, Friday evening. The United States 
steam frigate Niagara, Captain Hudson, from 
the Atlantic, followed by tne Susquehanna, 
Captain, Sands and Her Majesty’s screw steam- 
ship Agamemnon, Master-Commander Noddall, 





The following is,a part of the programme al- 
luded to above :— 


The breeders of good Horses will be gratified to learn | 
that liberal gentlemen in different parts of the State | 
have enabled and authorised the Trustecs to offer the 
following premiums, in addition to those offered by the} 
Society, for the purpose of bringing out and and prov-| 
ing the superior power, speed, and bottom, of Maine, 
horses, under the following Classification and Rules:— | 

Grand Contest. 
Crass I. ‘ | 

Horses raised and always owned iv Maine. All com-| 
petitors in this Class to be in harness. 

| 


For fastest trotting stallion, 5 years or under, best two 


in three, $30 00) 
For fastest trotting gelding, 5 years old or un- 
der, best two in three, 30 00) 
For fastest trotting mare, 5 years old or under, | 
best two in three, 30 00 


For fastest trotting stallion, gelding, or mare, 
raised and always owned in Maine, best two 
in three, $200 00 
N. B. All horzes entered for the $30 premiums must} 
pay $5 entrance fee, and testimony be given as to age 
and ownership, if required by the committee. 


Crass II. 


Horses wherever raised or owned. Competition in this | 
Class to be in harness. 
For fastest stallion, gelding, or mare, best three in| 

five, $200 Ov 

N. B. All horses entered for either of the above $200 | 
premiums, must pay an entrance fee of $10, and testi-} 
mony given as to where raised and owned, and age, if ree! 
quired by the committee. i 

All horses entered for competition for either of the; 
$200 premiums, will not be allowed to compete for either | 
of the $30 premiums. 

All horses intended to compete for either of the Grand | 
Contest pemiums must be entered with the Secretary be- | 
fore 10 o'clock of Wednesday morning of the Show and | 
Fair, and fee paid. 





$10,000 are offered in premiums, for the encourage: | 


ment of the several departments of Agriculture, Horti- 
culture, and Mechanical and Artistical industry. 

The Trustees have made ample provision for Grounds | 
and Halls, to accommodate Exhibitors in these pursuits. | 


Fire Companies 
In Maine are invited to exhibit the superior action of | 
their respective machines on the Society’s grounds at the | 
Fair, and to compete for two Splendid Silver Trumpets, | 
to be awarded as first and second premiums, to the com- | 
panies that shall display the most power and skill in’! 
throwing water with their Engines. 
Rules and regulations governing the trial to be made 
known at the time by the committee. 





THE WEATHER AND THE CROPS. 
September opens quite cool. On Monday 
night, the weather was nearly cold enough for; 





The crops are, as yet, promising well, all | 
that is needed, now, being a little warm weather, | 
and a reasonably late fall. We hear some com-| 
plaint of the rot in potatoes, but it is far from! 
geveral, as yet. The reports from other portions, 
of the State are favorable. The last Piscataquis | 
Observer speaks as follows of the crops in that 
county :— 

The crops in this county, so far as we have! 
seen and heard, are thus :—The hay crop is pret- 
ty good ; the hay is much better than last year, 
but not so much saved; there is, however, con- 
siderable old hay on hand, and there will be 
enough, and some to spare. Corn look well, and 
is “filling up’ fast—and if Jack will keep ata 
— distance until after the 15th of Sept., we 
shall have a decent crop. Wheat, there will not 
be much—the weevil and rust have made sad 
havoc—many farmers have mowed whole fields 
for fodder. They will be obliged to goto New 
York mills for flour another winter. Oats—there 
will be a decent crop it is said, and farmers will 
do well to exchange their oats for flour. Pota- 
toes are rotting badly—especially among the 
‘* Jacksons’’—the sooner the earlier varieties are 
dug the better—a farmer who has tried it, recom- 
mends putting them in barrels and sprinkling 
air-slaked lime on them—he says by adoptin 
this method they will not rot. Frait—there will 
be but little raised in the county—the last severe 
winter greatly damaged both apple and plum- 
trees, and the latter fruit will be scarce and high 
priced. 

A correspondent at North Wayne, whose letter 
was received too late for our last paper, writes, 
under date of the 22d ult., as follows :— 

“Thinking that you would like to hear some- 
thing about the crops in this section, [ have 
taken some pains to inform myself, not only by 
observation, but by enquiry of intelligent far- 
mers, and most all of them have come to the 
conclusion that the yield will be one-third more 
than an average, although they speak discourag- 
ingly of the wheat crop. They think that we 
shall receive about two-thirds of a crop, bat 
should the weevil be very numerous, this most 
important cr>p will be almost a complete failure. 
Corn and potatoes look promising, and all kinds 
of roots are maturing rapidly. Therefore, tak- 
ing everything into consideration, I think that 
the farmers will have no cause to regret that the 
present season has not been a fruitful one, for 
the interest of the agriculturists.’’ 

Other items respecting the crops of this season 
will be found in our columns, this week. 





TaxAsvrer or K. & P. R. R. Within afew 
days, Mr. J. 8. Cashing has received the appoint- 
ment of Treasurer of the Kennebec & Portland 
Railroad Company, vice A. H. Gilman. Mr. 
Onshing has, for a long time, acted as General 
Ticket agent for the Road, to the entire satisfac- 
tion of all having business with that department, 
and will continue to perform the duties of that 
office in connection with those of Treasurer, the 
two offices having been united as a measure of 
retrenchment. 





IyternationaL Howtay. We like the sug- 
gestion of a correspondent of the Boston Journ- 
al, who'says the successful completion of the 
work of laying the telegraphic cable ought to be 
marked by a joyous and permanent record on the 


entered the Sound this afternoon on their return 
from their unsuccessful effort to lay the tele- 
graphic cable. On hoard the Niagara they report | 
that at the time of the severance, a quarter to| 
four o’clock on Tuesday morning, 335 nautical or | 
about 380 statute miles had been laid, at a dis- 

tance of 260 to 280 miles in a direct course from 

Valentia. The wind was southerly, there was| 
some sea, and the ship was going from three to} 





four knots, and the cable paying out five to six, | his time, labor and capital in building temporary 


and sometimes seven, knots. 

As the quantity of slack thus expended was 
greater than expected at starting, and more than 
could be afforded, the retard strain was therefore 
increased to a pressure of 3000 pounds, and the 
cable broke. 

The extra expenditure of slack commenced on 
Monday evening, when astrong breeze and heavy 
swell prevailed, and a powerful undercurrent was | 
experienced. The current forced the wire from 
the ship at a considerable angle. 

When the break was applied with increased | 


| power the stern of the Niagara was down in the| 
| trough of a sea, and the extra strain caused by | 


her rising was the immediate cause of the cable’s| 
parting. 

The Susquehanna was a mile off on the Nia- 
gara’s starboard beam; the Agamemnon, the 
Cyclops, and the Leopard were within signal dis- 
tance. 

At 12 0’clock the Cyclops left for Valentia, | 
and the Leopard for Spithead. The other three 
remained to make some experiments. 


|ing prosperity. The farmer, instead of spending 


' going to the grounds in front of his dwelling, a 


able prosperity for a town which now dates only 
74 years from the time the first trees were felled. 
Scarcely is there an old stump to be seen ; and 
there is no old and decaying wood lying about 
the fields or pastures. The whole of the farms 
are either fields or forest. The boundary of each 
is distinctly defined ; and there is no debatable 
ground, grown up to bushes and weeds, which 
both field and forest would blush to own, if en- 
dowed with consciousness. I have seen but very 
litte fence other than stone wall ; and for the very 
good reason that the forest affords but little other 
fencing material, as the hard wood growth is 
poorly adapted to this purpose. This apparent 
want of the hilly towns, however, instead of being 
a real disadvantage, is one reason of their endur- 


wooden fences, which are constantly going to de- 
cay, at once encloses his fields with stone ; and 
when once done, it is done,—not only for his own 
life-time, but for that of his children, and his 
grand-children. The fence and the field are equal- 
ly enduring. And besides this he has made a per- 
manent improvement upon his field by removing 
the obstacles to its easy cultivation. 


There is a great deal of beautiful scenery in 





- dead on the plains and intervales. 





this town. Having spent last night at the house | 
of a friend, Nath’l Gerrish, Esq., who lives high | 
up upon the rising ground that finally becomes | 
‘*Black mountain,”’ on arising this morning and | 


view met my eye, the like of which, for beauty 
and loveliness, is no where to be seen except 
among the hills. In the rear are his fields and 
pastures, in one of which were grazing his flocks 





other part of the State, A very large portion 
of the trees seem to be well loaded with fruit. 
Corn has attained a very large growth, and needs 
only a few weeks more of warm weather to be 
an abundant crop. Potatoes promise wonder- 
fully well, very little indication of rust or rot as 
yet. Wheat is injured somewhat by the weevil, 
but still there are some good crops. With a fa- 
vorable fall to ripen off the late crops, the far- 
mers in this vicinity will secure a most abundant 
harvest. There is a great amount of corn plant- 
ed on the hills of Oxford. It is considered the 
surest crop that can be put into the ground. 
Nothing but an early frost ever injures it, and 
that seldom comes on the hills. It is frequently 
the case, that vines and the tenderest plants are 
green and growing, six weeks after everything is 


A few statistics of this town, for which I am 
indebted to a writer in Drew’s Rural Intelli- 
gencer, will close my rambling communications. 
They are chiefly indicative of the high moral 
tone, and of the intelligence of this community. 
In 1850 there were 1150 inhabitants. There are 
five religious societies, two of which have con- 
stant preaching, and the others occasionally, 
two meeting houses, and fourteen school houses. 
$1200 are expended annually in the education of 
youth. Three permanent Sabbath schoole, three 
Post Offices, at one of which more than 65 peri- 
odicals are distributed weekly. All this ina 
town where there is no village of any importance, 
two or three traders only, and a very few mechan- 
ics. Almost the whole town are farmers, but 
their statistics prove them to be farmers of the 
New England type. The church and the school- 
house with them, are matters of first importance. 

Sumner, Aug. 24,1857... 8. 


naiieatie For the Maine : Farmer. 
CROPS, &c., IN WESTERN OXFORD. 





GATHERED NEWS FRAGMENTS, So. 

Sale of a Wife at Worcester, England. One 
of these immoral and illegal transactions was 
recently completed at Worcester. The agree- 
ment between the fellow who sold and the fellow 
who bought is given in the Worcester Chronicle : 
‘Thomas Middleton delivered up his wife, Mary 
Middleton, to Phillip Rostins, and sold her for 
one shilling and one quart of ale, and part wholly 
and solely for life, not trouble one another for 
life. Witness, Signed Thomas + Middleton. 
Witness Mary Middleton, his wife. Witness, 
Phillip 4 Rostins. Witness, S. H. Stone, Crown 
Inn, Friar street.’’ 

The Indian War. Augusta, Ga., August 25. 
Advicesfrom Florida state that the Indians had 
hoitsed a white flag, and strong hopes were enter- 
tained that the war was over. 

United States Revenue. The revenue of the 
Unites States during the present fiscal year, it is 
calculated at Washington, will reach eighty 
millions, or thirty millions more than are neces- 
sary. This added to the twenty millions surplus 
last year, will make fifty millions. 

Postal. In answer toa letter, the General 
Post Office has decided that the seller’s price- 
mark on the fly leaf of a book sent by mail sub- 
jects the whole to letter postage. 

The Michigan Southern Railroad Company's 
Steamers. Buffalo, Aug. 28. The attachments 
reported yesterday to have been laid upon the 
boats belonging to the Michigan Southern Rail- 
road Company, plying between this city and 
Toledo, in connection with the railroad, have not 
yet been released, and they are still in the hands 
of the sheriff. No boat leaves to-night, and 
travel by this route is entirely suspended. 

Probably Fatal Fluid Accident. Mary Crowley, 
a domestic in the family of Draper Ruggles, Esq., 





For the past few days the weather has been 
pleasant, and the farmers have improved it in se- 
curing their grain, and the balance of their hay 
crop. Since the last week in June, there have 
searcely been two days in succession without 
rain. During the month of July, we had thun- 
der for fifteen days in succession. Notwithstand- 
ing the unfavorable weather the hay crop is un- 
usually large and but little damaged. The wheat 
crop is full an average, the weevil having dam- 
aged it but little. Corn is backward, but the 


growth of stalk is large and if the season con-| 


tinues favorable the crop will beabundant. P. 
tatoes look well, but little of the disease has as 
yet diseovered itself. Fall feed is abundant and 
cattle of all descriptions very high. Mr. Thos. 
Tibbetts, of Lovell, has a last spring steer calf, | 
heighth, 4 feet 4 inches, length 5 feet 2 inches, | 
girth 4 feet 6 inches, color red with white ring 
about the eyes and white upon the legs, which) 
he would like to mate. He will give $25, or take 
the same for his. 

In passing through the pasture of Samuel 
Brigham, of Sweden, I saw a flock of 7 sheep 
and 15 lambs, 6 of the sheep bore twins and the 





seventh had three. Who is ahead of old Oxford | 8ay® that Messrs. Chapman & Co. of New Hamp-| Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 


on lambs? Bears have made their appearance 


in some of the corn fields in this region, and the 


°"| young men, who dug him out of thesand. When 


in Worcester, was very severely, and probably 
fatally, burned on Friday, by an explosion of 
fluid in a can from which she was pouring the 

combustible stuff to aid in kindling a fire. The 
Bay State says her death was momentarily ex- 

pected at 120’clock. She issince dead. 
| Perilous Situation. While Mr. Gardner Pope 
‘of South Hardwick, Vt., was digging sand from 
‘a high bank, on Tuesday of last week, near 
Montpelier, the bank gave way and covered him 
| as he wasstanding erect, one foot above his head. 
| His situation was accidentally discovered, after 


he had been some time in this position, by two 





| taken out he was cold and unconscious, but is now 
| well, with the exception of being quite sore and 
lame. 

Inauguration of the Brock Monument. The 
Niagara Mail says that a grand military excur- 
sion to Queenstown Heights, from all parts of 
Canada, will take place on the 13th of October 





WASHINGTON ITEMS. 

Wasurvoton, Aug. 25. (N. ¥. Herald cor 

ence.) The Secretary of War telegraph- 
ed Gen. Scott to-day to come to Washington im- 
mediately. His visit has reference to the troo 
station 
expedition to Utah. The p mme which was 
made out some time ago, in reference to sending 
Gen. Harney with a large force to Utah, will, [ 
understand, now be changed. It is extremely 
doubtful whether the expedition will leave before 
next spring ; but as soon as Gen. Scott arrives 
the whole matter will be arranged. 

The question—if the Commissioner of Patents 
is authorized to refund money in case of a man, 
who having filed a caveat and paid $20, demapds 
the return of $10 and in the case of others, who 
having also filed caveats and paid $10 additional, 
making a total of $30, demand a return of $20, 
having come befure the Secretary of the Interior, 
it was referred by him to the Attorney General 
for a decision. e latter holds, in the first in- 
stance that there is no provision allowing the 
caveator to withdraw any portion of the $20; 
and in the second t, without conform- 
ing to the statute in making an application, it 
cannot be said that one has legall n made ; 
consequently it is impossible to withdraw the ap- 

ication before it is made, and, that, asa caveat 
is not an application for a patent in any business 
sense of the term, it is clear that the Commis- 
sioner cannot refand a portion of the caveat 


in Kansas, and those intended for the | not 


' a - 


AGRICULTURAL AND FAMILY NEWSPAPER. 


ET ES ST NS 


NEW YORE ITEMS. , 


y Tue Curnronam Cass. The Evening Post says 
of the decision of the Surrogate in the Cunning- 
ham-Burdell question : 

The jud t of the Su te’s court does 
t the criminal against Mrs. Cun- 
ningham. The Dictrict Attorney will carry the 
charge of felony before the Grand Jury, and if 
indicted by that body she will undergo a trial. 
Should she be acquitted on that charge, she will 
be liable, together with her daughter Augusta to 
an indictment for perjury. 

The present decision affects directly the right 
only to administer on the nal property of 
Dr. Burdell, although indirectly it affects the 
administration of the entireestate. The decision 
does not positively deprive Mrs. Canningham of 
a right to contest the question of power. She 
had right to appeal to the Supreme Court, 
General term, when it devolves on the three 
Judges to review the evidence in the case, and 
affirm or reverse the decision of the Surrogate. 

Mrs. Cunningham has transferred, we under- 
stand, to her present counsel, Mr. Stafford, all 
her property, including a very considerable 
of real estatein Bergen county, New Jersey, If 
this fact be true, she will be prevented from ap- 

ling from the Surrogate’s decision by want of 
unds, as no lawyer gan be rationally expected 
to work for her without compensation. 


Anotuer Deatn rrom Campugne. Mrs. Eliza- 





fee. 

Mr. Meck of Pa., declines the appointment of 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs. _ 

The remaining portion of the Choctaw trust 
lands are to be offered for sale to the ~\~ bid- 
der. Sealed proposals will be received by the 
land offices of Mississippi till the lst of Novem- 
ber. 


Wasurneton, Aug. 25. (Tribune Correspond- 
ence.) In consequence of the absence of Secre- 
retary Thompson, and the continued illness of the 
Postmaster General, no action was taken in the 
matter of appointments. The War Department 
recognizes tbe virtual abandonment of the Utah 
expedition, and has relieved Gen. Harney of the 
command. The troops will remain in Kansas. 

(Herald Correspondence.) The Secretary of 
the Navy this morning authorized the exhibition 
of models for the new sloop-of-war. There are 
thirteeh inall. Mr. Curtis of Boston has two ; Mr. 
Cramp of Philadelphia, one; Mr. Vaugh of Lynn, 
one ; Mr. Steers, of New York, one; Mr. Wester- 
velt of New York, one; Mr. Webb two; Rose- 
velt & Joyce one; Donald McKay of Boston, 


mouth, one. The models differ very much in 
from, size, and proportion, varying from 1500 to 
2000 tons. Those from New York and Boston 
are the largest. Some of the models are very 
highly finished, especially those from Boston. 

Charles E. Sinclair has been appointed one of 
the Associate Justices of the Supreme Court of 
Utah, vice Stiles, removed. 

Wasuinetox, Aug. 26. Gen. Scott arrived 
here this morning, and immediately held a con- 
sultation with the Secretary of War, in reference 


one ; Mr. Townsend one ; Page & Allen of Ports- 


beth Drinkwater, of No. 81 Hicks street, New 
York, was filling a lamp with cam on Tues- 
day evening, having @ lighted lamp standin 
near by, when the liquid took fire and explode 
with great violence, setting her clothes in a blaze. 
She rushed up stairs and fell down in the hall, 
when her sister, Mrs. Elkins, came after her 
with a small child in her arms. The sight was 
so shocking to Mrs. Elkins that she fell to the 
floor in a swoon. Several now rushed in 
from the street, and tearing the carpet from the 
rlor, rolled the burning woman init. Ina 
ew minutes the fire was put out, but not until 
the clothes of the lady were nearly all burned off. 
The sufferer bore her agony with great fortitude 
until the next morning, when she died. 


New York, Aug. 24. The Ohio Life and Trust 
| Company suspended this afternoon. The street 
| is full of rumors and there is great excitement. 
It is stated that the suspension is in consequence 
of parties to whom it has loaned largely in rail- 
road stocks being unable to respond. 

New York, Aug. 25. Mortimer Livingston, 
the eminent merchant of this city, died at Staten 
Island yesterday. 

The liabilities of the Ohio Life and Trust Com- 
pany are estimated at from $5,000,000 to $7 ,000,- 
000. About $700,000 of checks paid out by the 

New York Agency on Saturday and Monday, are 
|unpaid. Messrs. Brown Bros. & Co., and oth- 
ers, placed an attachment upon the assets of the 
| company here, as a foreign corporation, and the 
| Sheriff and his deputies are in charge of the office 
‘and property. The immediate embarrassment of 
| this company arose, we undérstand from its ina- 
| bility to meet loans made by it to some banking 
houses in the street. The proceeds of these loans 











to the military movements in Kansas and Utah. | had been used in sustaining Western Railroad 

The Secretary of the Navy has appointed as a Companies, one of which is said to have received 
Board to examine and report on the models of | advances exceeding half a million of dollars.— 
the bidders for the contract to construct a new| The President states, in a card, that the capital 
screw ee mesa weds Commodore Stewart. | of the company ($2,000,000) is sound and relia- 
Capt. Pendergrast, Commander Hartstein, Nava! | ble, exclusive of such losses as may arise from 
Constructors Grice, Lenthall, and Hart, and inefficiency of securities fur loans made by the 





next. The inauguration of the new monument 
to the memory of Ceneral Brock will take place 
on that occasiqn. 

The National Hotel. The Washington Union 


shire, have leased the National Hotel establish- 


. : | 
ment, and are now engaged in overhauling and 


boys are to-day in ambush, determined to give thoroughly renovating it, with the view of soon 

them a meal of cold lead. Success to their un-| Opening it to the public. 

dertaking ! E. W. Woopsury. | Canadza Kingdom. A provincial paper men- | 
Sweden, Aug. 26, 1857. |tionsa rumor that the object of the Governor| 

7 wit : Geueral’s visit to England is to consult on the| 


New Patents. Among other patents bearing 


Chief Engineers Gay, Archbold, and Sewall. | company. 

Information having been received from the) ‘he suspension of the Ohio Life and Trust 
special agent of the Indian Bureau, that the an-| Company has been followed to-day by that of 
nuities due the Sioux Indians, Minnesota, can, John Thompson, who has for so many years done 
| now be properly paid, instractions for that! the leading business in uncurrent money, and 

purpose have been dispatched by the Acting | acted as the agent of various banks. This sus- 

pension has been wholly unexpected, and will 
cause an inconvenience, the extent of which can- 
not now beestimated. The assets of Mr. Thomp- 
son are largely in bank notes, not available at 
present, and in other securities of small value in 


| J.B. Danforth of Illinois has been - 
Purser of the Navy, vice Dobbin, resigned. 

|  Wasuincron, Aug. 27. A Deputy Marshal of 
| Alabama having taken nearly $5000 from Love- 


lace, who robbed the mail in 1856, and refusing 
to restore the money to the several owners, on 
the ground that they had not sufficiently indenti- 
fied it, the subject was referred to the Attorney 
General, who has, after reviewing all the facts, 


| considered too heavy for the purpose. 
| that the whe Is cease?to revolve when the pres- 


Soundings were found by the Cyclops at 2000 ' and herds, fattening upon mountain herbage ; and 
fathoms. At night they kept a course E. 8. E.,| the other was smooth as a lawn, from which has 
under easy steam, and on Wednesday morning at recently been removed a crop of hay, or in which 
19 o’clock bore up for Plymouth oe quent were growing luxuriant crops of corn, potatoes, 
opinion is that the season is too far advanced for and grain. All around his buildings, which are 
another effort now, but every confidence is ex-| the very perfection of buildings for a farmer, are 
pressed in the ultimate success of the undertak- fruit trees, loaded with fruit. Within doors are 
ing. The machinery now aboard ei 4 a wife and daughter, making home a very para- 

1S state®’ dise of delight. This is the domestic scenery. 


| And now for the natural scenery. Back of his 


Niagara is gone into Hamoaze. 


sure was applied on Tuesday morning. 


project of a union of the British North Amercan| decided that the marshal must deliver it to 


date the 25th ult., we notice the following to cit- provinces under a King, to be supplied from the! the Postmaster General, who, by law, is the 


izens of New England :— 
Wm. W. Ayres, of Worcester, Mass., for im- 
proved filter. Sheldon Canfield, of Derby, Conn.., 


for improvement in umbrellas and parasols. John Bangor, has been tried for forgery. This is the| 


Carpenter, of Stonington, Conn., for improved 
device for piercing blind slats to receive the sta- 
ples. Thaddeus Fowler, of Waterbury, Conn. 
for improved pin-sticking machine. Charles H. 


Hinckley, of Stonington, Conn., for improved he was arrested in a short time, and the money | 


method of rendering the mouths of trunks, mail 
bags, &c., water tight. Lucius J. Knowles, of 


’| President. 


| present bountiful royal stock. 


Convicted of Forgery. 


case where Emery forged a check on the Eastern 
Bank, using the name of A. M. Roberts, its 
But the forgery was discovered, and 


recovered. Ile was declared guilty. 


A whole span of the large| 


| trustee for losses in all similar cases. 


| ‘The President has appointed Beverly Tucker, 


Daniel C. Emery, of} of Va., Consul at Liverpool, vice Nathaniel Haw- 


thorne, resigned ; Henry W. Spencer, Consul at 
| Paris, vice Mr. Rea, resigned ; and John End- 
| lich, of Pennsylvania, Consul at Basle, vice Lee, 
| deceased ; Charles J. Fox, of Michigan, Consul 
| at Aspinwall, vice Thornton, resigned; Ernest 
Volger, of Virginia, Consul at Barcelona, vice 
| Paplo Anguera, the present incumbent; Jacob 
| Forney, of Pennsylvania, Superintendent of 


| Indian Affairs for Utah. 


the present excited state of the market. 

Other stock houses have also suspended ; among 
them De Launey, Iselin & Clark, and EF. S. 
Munroe. The embarrassment of the former, thus 
far, extends osly to their stock business; the 
house, however, are understood to have purchased 
some exchange on short time. 

The affairs of the Ohio Life and Trust Co. are 
freely discussed in the street. It is stated that 
the Pittsburg and Cleveland road owes it $500,- 
000, for which its bonds are pledged. The Bank 
of Norwalk has its account with the Company, 
and reports that its funds, as well as its collection 
paper, have been used by the [rast Company 
in common with the collection paper of other 
houses. The funds of many Western travellers 
are also made unavailable, causing mach person- 
al inconvenience. No statement has been made 

‘of the affairs of the Company, but it is under- 





| making another trial. 


A Valentia dispatch says that a considerable house, and within one mile, rises the lofty sum- 


portion of the lost cable may be recovered. | 
Thé general feeling in England was that no 
renewed attempt at laying down the cable would | 
be made this season, although confidence in the 
ultimate triumph of the enterprise remained un- | 
disturbed. By the next steamer we shall prob-| 
ably learn the decision of the Directors as to 
On Tuesday afternoon of last week, before the| 


arrival of the news of its failure, the Mayor and | 


| Aldermen of Portland voted that, upon the re-| 


ceipt of the news of the successful laying of the | 
Submarine Cable, a salute of one hundred guns) 
should be fired, and the bells of the city rung one! 
hour, in commemoration of the great event, 

We shall keep our readers informed of every- 
thing of importance connected with the further 
progress of this international work. 


Since the above was in type, we have received 
four days later news from Europe by the arrival | 
of the Atlantic. The following is all that re- 
lates to the telegraph :— 


The telegraph squadron was at Plymouth. | 
Future movements were to be determined upon 
at a meeting of the Directors of the Telegraph 
Company, on the day the Atlantic left. The! 
general opinion of those most qualified to form a | 
judgment, appears to be that we have learned | 
enough in the first essay to render the success of 
the next attempt to lay the cable morally certain. 
Two important points have been decisively set at 
rest, by what has already been achieved. The 
unparalleled length of the cable, and the vast 
depth to which it was sunk, have presented no 
obstacles to its telegraphic working. Until the 
final disaster occurred, messages were flashed 
along the 2500 miles of wire, a portion of which 
was submerged to the depth of very nearly two 
miles in the ocean. The principal troubles ap- 
= to be in the paying-out gear, and the great 
orce of the under-current. In the next venture, 
everything of this kind will be taken into calcu- 
lation. The mechanism for passing the cable 
into the water will receive all the improvements 
of which it is susceptible, and if the time be so 
fortunately chosen as to secure three weeks of 
favorable weather, there can be no reason for 
despairing of ultimate success. So says the Lon- 
don News. 

The London Star says it is estimated that the 
outside loss the Company will sustain in conse- 
quence of the failure will be £25,000. Itis fully ex- 
pected that at least one-half of the sunken cable 
will be recovered. All that is within 400 fath- 
oms will be got up, but that portion in deep sea 
will, in all probability, not be recovered. The 
cable will, it is understood, be forthwith hauled 
up. 

Corrections. A correspondent -at Canton, 
speaks of some slight errors in the communica- 
tion of “S.,”’ last week. He says:—Your cor- 
respondent speaks of the 1000 acres in the ““Ox- 
bow,’’ being owned by two persons. This isa 
grand mistake. Instead of two, there are six 
farms contained in the ‘‘Bow,’’ besides some small 
lots. Also, he says the Cemetery is on the farm 
of Dr. Holland. This is wrong. It is on the 
farm of the late Joseph Holland, by whom it was 
deeded to the town, as a public burying ground. 














New Post Orrices. A new Post Office has been 
established at Fryeburg Centre, and H. G. Far- 
rington appointed Postmaster. Also, another 
at North Newcastle, W. W. Woodbury, Post- 
master. 


New Cory. Mr. Lyman Whittier of Vienna 
brought in a fine sample of ripe corn, of the 
present season’s growth, on Monday. It is of 
the Dutton variety, and is the most forward of 
any we have yet seen. 


Apportuznt. We learn that Lieut. 0. 0. 
Howard, recently stationed at the Kennebec Ar- 


senal in this city, has been ordered to West 
Point, as assistant Professor of Ethics in the 
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Military Academy. 


better adapted to orcharding than almost any 


mit of the mountain, extending in a circular form 
around from the north to the west. Away in 
the south and east, at some four miles distant, 
are the summits of hills bounding the horizon, 
generally having fields and pastures to their tops, 
with occasional groves between. The interven- 
ing space is a basin of smaller hills all spotted 
over with farms and buildings, orchards and 
corn fields, patches of grain ripe for the harvest, 
and herds of cattle grazing upon the hill sides. 
A broad meadow, through which meandered a 
stream, varied the scene, and a beautiful lake 
glistened in the distance. 


Away on a distant hill was seen a church edi- 
fice, and school-houses sprinkled here and there 
combine to make up the enchanting view. Groves 
of every varied size stud the landscape over, 
whilst hay-makers and reapers gave life and ac- 
tivity to the scene. Such a view as this, seen on 
a summer morning, whilst the invigorating air, 
of the mountain plays upon the lungs, will cure| 
more of the maladies to which the flesh is heir, 
than all the boluses and pills that were ever 
made. If this should meet the eye of any poor, 
cadaverous, bent over dyspeptic, who is loitering 
around some luxurious home in the city, sleeping 
in the morning until almost high noon, riding 
out to take the air in the evening, drinking tea 
and coffee, and smoking cigars, taking bottle 
after bottle of medicine, and expecting to die 
very soon, let him or her, no matter which it is, 
take the cars and go to Livermore Falls, and 
then start and walk over the hills of Livermore, 
Hartford and Sumner, until he finds friend Ger- 
rish away up at the foot of Black Mountain, and 
there he may stop and rest. Let him stop there 
until ‘*Autumn in her sober livery has all things 
clad,’ be up in the morning and eat his break- 
fast at six o’clock, chat with the boys and girls, 
roam over the pastures, and help look up the 
sheep, assist in husking the corn, go on to the 
mountain and get some blueberries, try your skill 
at telling stories and cracking jokes with your 
landlord, and in amiability and kindness with 
his wife, if you be a lady, just be a woman 
whilst up there, and assist her in making her 
cheese ; walk to meeting on every sabbath, and 
when your visit is ended, pay just one half what 
it will cost to Aill yourself at home, (it is all you 
will be charged,) walk over the hills to Paris, 
take the cars and go home, and if you are not 
sounder in body and better in soul, just let me 
know it, and I will take the whole of this advice 
back. Any way you are welcome to it, if you 
will only try the experiment, and if you do not 
I ask no pay. 

Sumner, like all hill towns, produces immense 
crops of grass. It grows spontaneously every- 
where as soon as the trees are removed. Of course 
it is a stock raising town. The grazing ground 
of the cattle on the hills and mountains always 
afford an unlimited supply of the best of feed. 
Mr. Gerrish informed me that his sheep rambled 
off during the summer upon the mountains, 
where they remained in perfect safety until the 
opening of winter, when they always came of 
their own accord to the barn, in the very best 
condition. Mr. Benj. Heald, in this town, has 
one of the largest and best stock raising farms 
perhaps in this country. He keeps some twenty- 
five cows, and his dairy is very profitable. Last 
year he purchaéed seven cows for which he gave 
seven hundred dollars. He has a large stock of 
other cattle, horses and sheep. 

Almost every farm in this town has a very 
large orchard. The trees seem to be remarkably 
thrifty and productive. I think that the land is 


Warren, Mass., fur improvement in steam pres- ‘alten Bridge. ; . 
sure regulators. Charles E. Marwick, of Port-, Peabody river bridge at Gorham, N. H., fell in! 
land, Me., for improvement in ship's capstans.— | last Friday. A two horse team and driver were| 
Edwin A. Scholtield, of Westerly, R. I., for im- on jt at the time, and went down with it twenty 


rovement in looms. John Toulmin, of New : a 
come: Mass., for improvement in vibrating | feet on the rocks. The driver was uninjured, 


shears. Stephen Woodard, of New London, N., the horses escaped with a few seratches, and only 
H., for improved method of stomping logs in| an axletree of the wagon was broken. 

cross-cut sawing machines. Wm. Wickersham, | a ’ ower: 

of Boston, Mass., for improvement in sewing A Maine Pearl. A valuable pearl was lately 
machines. Samuel Larkin, of Bridgeport, Conn., | found by a farmer of Appleton, in a clam taken 
assignor to the Wheeler & Wilson Manufacturing from a brook near his residence. It was taken 
Company, of same place, for improvement in _to Boston and inspected by a number of dealers 
sewing machines. Wm. W. Willmott, of Boston.) . : . > F 
Mase., assignor to himself, Amos H. and Charles| in such articles, who value it at thesum of $500, 
Il. Brainard, of same place, fur improvement in | #4 $200 has been actually offered for it. The 
boot crimps. pearl is perfectly round, of a delicate rose color, 


and weighs 9 9-16 carats. 





(N. Y. Herald Correspondence.) The Secre- | Stood that within a few days a full exposition 


tary of War to-day received intelligence that a| Will be made. 
desperate engagement recently took place between| New York, Aug. 26. John Thompson, the 
the U.S. troops, commanded by Col. Sumner, | extensive money broker, who failed yesterday, 
and a large band of Cheyenne Indians, in which | was arrested this morning, at the suit of the 
two officers and one or two privates were killed.| Metropolitan Bank and was held in $15,000 
The slaughter among the Indians was terrible. | bail. 
Full particulars are expected in a few days.| New York, Aug. 27. The steamer Constitu- 
Col. Sumner was sent out on this expedition to/| tion, of the Belgian line, and the City of Wash- 
chastise the Indians for depredations committed ington, of the Liverpool line, the latter now in 
lust year. : this city, have been chartered by the government 
Dispatches were received to-day from Gov. to carry troops to India. 
Walker, in Kansas. He reports everything quiet) The failure of Miller & Curtis, the publishers 
in the Territory. : . _ |of Putnam's Magazine, has led to the consolida- 
He ix, however, apprehensive that difficulties! tion of that popular monthly with Emerson's 
may arise at the Ovtober election, and that it) Magazine, and the joint concern will hereafter be 
will still be necessary to have a military force | jgsued under the title of Emerson’s United States 


not a scarci 





Business or Tuk A. & St. L. R. R. We copy, 
from the Advertiser the following statement of| 
the business of the Atlantic & St. Lawrence Rail-| 
way, for the week ending the 15th ult :— 


Aupir Orrice, | 
Montreal, Aug. 22, 1857. | 


Statement of traffic, for the week ending Saturday, Aug.| while off the Isle of Shoals, about half-way be- 


15th, 1857. 


No. of Local Passengers, 15,529, 
“« « Foreign a6 3,070, 
« « Emigrant “ 1,0894, 2,674,134 
Mails, eapress and sundries, 2,206,05 


No. of tuns Local Freight and 


Live Stock, 3,3423, 10,540,22 
No. feet Timber and Lumber, 966,350, 2,490,54 | 
No. of cords Firewood, 1,2954, 1,887,14 | 
No. tuns Foreign Freight and | 

Live Stock, 927, 1,099,76 | 

Total $46,705,27 | 


Week ending Aug. 16, 1856, 26,360,564 


| 








Increase, $20,344,70 
Total Traffic from July 1, 1857, to date, $302,492,334 
Total traffic for same period last year, 168,852,72 


J. HarpMan, Auditor. 





Sucar anp Moxasses. The present prospect is| 
that these two necessaries of life are decidedly | 


on the fall. The Boston Journal says :— 

The decline in these staples continues. The| 
East Boston Sugar Company have put down the/| 
price of their crushed sugars three quarters of a/| 
cent within a day or two. Sales of 800 barrels 
have been made at Iljc per pound. A lot of 
molasses changed hands on Wednesday at forty- 
three cents a gallon, for which, a short time ago, | 
seventy-two cents was refused !”’ 

Maps or FRANKLIN County. A new and ac-| 
curate map of Franklin County is in preparation | 
to be published by Colton. When the Andro- 
scoggin Railroad is finished to Farmington, it 
will open for tourists that delightful section of! 
Maine, and this map will be of great service to 


them. C.C. Hall, of Portland, is agent for it. 





Musicat Convention. The Maine State Musi- 
cal Association will hold their fourteenth annu-| 
al convention at Waterville, on Tuesday, 15th 
inst. The Teacher’s Class, under the direction of 
Profs. B. F. Baker and J. W. Adams of Boston, 
will be in session for eight days. 


Deatu or R. W. Griswotp. Rufus W. Gris- 
wold, well known as an eminent writer, died in 
New York, on Thursday evening last. He wasa 
native of Vermont, and was 41 years of age. 
For a number of years he was the editor of Gra- 
ham’s Magazine. 





Foreicx News. The steamship Atlantic ar- 
rived at New York on Sunday, bringing four 
days’ later news. There is yery little of import- 
ance to note. We shall give a full report next 
week. 


Sucar aND Motassgs py raz Acrg. We un- 
derstand that there is now stored on a wharf in 
South Boston, in bond, over six acres of these two 
articles. There also large quantities in other lo- 
calities. What is to become of it all? There is 
a similarly —_ stock in all the principal cities 
of the United States, showing clearly that it was 
of these articles, now become a 
necessary of life, that has run up the price more 
than double within a year. [Boston Journal. 











$20,292,805 passed a pilot boat, with her sails flapping in the 
5,314,63 wind, and no person appearing on board of her. 


seasoned lumber. The loss is about $800—there 


MAN PICKED UP AT SEA. 

Capt. Dudley &. Davis, of the schooner Bloom- 
er, which arrived here yesterday morning from 
Salem, reports to us a somewhat remarkable inci- 
dent of his voyage. On Saturday afternoon, 


tween Thatcher's Island and Boom Island, he 


Running close to her bows, he hailed her, but 
received no answer. Thinking the crew might 
be temporarily below, Capt. Davis continued on 
his course, and after running about a mile and a 
half, had his attention arrested bya call from 
some unseen source ; and upon the call being re- 
peated, he discovered a short distance to the lee- 
ward, a man in the water, apparently just able 
to keep his head above the surface. A rope was 
immediately thrown to him, a boat got over to 
his assistance, and he was taken on board the 
Bloomer, in a completely exhausted condition. 
The drowning man proved to be Mr. Michael 
Stevens, of the pilot boat America, of Newbury- 
port. An houranda half previous, while standing 
upon the stern of his pilot boat, with a spy glass 
in hand, the other persons of the crew Ae at 
the time asleep below deck, a sudden movement 
of the boom had knocked him overboard, and un- 
known to his sleeping comrades, he was left strug- 
gling in the water. Being a good swimmer, he 
had been able to keep himself from drowning 
for an extraordinary length of time, but had 
little strength remaining when the Bloomer ap- 
proached him. Being to the leeward, his feeble 
cries providentially reached Capt. Davis ; but had 
he been to windward, he would have been unable 
to have made himself heard. While hisstrength 
asted, he had used his exertions to swim after 
his boat, but finding the chase a hopeless one and 
his strength waning, he directed his energies to 
save himself from drowning. Every attention 
which his condition required was bestowed upon 
him by Capt. Davis, and when he reached Port- 
land, he had completely recovered from the effects 
of his perilous adventure. 'Yo-day he will return 
to his family in Newburyport, who are undoubt- 
edly in deepest sorrow for his sup loss. 
{Portland Advertiser. 





Accipent at Tae Centre Street Scuoon Hovss. 
A little son of Thomas B. Cook, about 12 years 
of age, while in the act of sliding down the stair 
banisters, in the third story of the Centre St. 
School House, yesterday afternoon, lost his bal- 
ance, and fell to the floor, a distance of 22 feet. 
His fall was broken by striking the banisters in 
the second story as he descended, and it was 
thought the only injury sustained was the slight 
fracture of two of his ribs. His escape tom be 
ing dashed to pieces was almost miraculous. 

‘ [Portland Advertiser, 29th. 


Sap Accipenr. Mr. Richard Perley a painter, 
about 50 years old, was killed this morning by 
falling from a platform at the Cemetery, while 
engaged in painting the new gate. He was found 
about 10 o’clock, lying at the foot of the ladder, 
with a bad bruise on his face, and bleeding at 
the mouth. He was able to talk for half an 
hour, when on being removed a few feet, he died 
almost instantly. [Waterville Mail. 





Fire in Mmo. The house, barn and shed of 
John Dyer, in Milo, was completely destroyed by 
fire on Friday night last, with about twenty tons 
of hay, and some forty or fifty dollars worth of 


was no insurance. By the prompt exertions of 


stationed in some localities, in case any riot or 
outbreak should occur. 


Wasurnoton, Aug. 28. Mr. Perrin, Private 
Secretary to Governor Walker, has arrived here. 


and reports matters in Kansas quiet. Walker 
was using the Army as a posse comitatus, when 
the civil authorities were unable to make arrests. 

The 1500 troops now in Kansas will remain 
there until after the October elections. A daily 
mail has been established between Kansas City 
and Lecompton, and a tri-weekly between Le- 
compton and Maysville. 





Hicnway Rospery ty Frerrort. The Brans- 
wick Telegraph says that Mr. I. P. Goddard, 
of Pownal, visited Portland last week with pro- 
duce for sale, and left this city late in the éve- 
ning upon his return home, having with him 
about $100—93 of it in his pocket-book, and 
some five or seven dollars in his wallet. Imme- 
diately after leaving Freeport corner, three men 
sprang from the bushes, one seizing the horse, 
the other two coming upto the wagon. Mr. 
Goddard jumped from his wagon, and in so do- 
ing, threw his wallet a distance from him into 
the grass, and this was recovered on Wednesday 
morning with the money untouched. The rob- 
bers, however, got the pocket book, taking the 
money, but leaving the book and papers in the 
road, and these were also recove on Wednes- 
day morning. Mr. Goddard hada sharp fight 
with them, knocking one down twice, and he ro- 
ceived several stabs—none, however, that are 
considered dangerous, 
a after the robbery, which tovk place at 11 





Cuitp Birren sy a Doo. A little boy named 
Green, about 12 years old, son of a widow resi- 
ding on Congress, between Casco and Oak streets, 
on Thursday morning, was fiercely seized by a 
large dog, which threw him down, and before he 
could be taken away, tore his nose nearly off and 
mangled one side of his face. The cartilage of 
the nose, from the bridge hes the tip, was cut com- 

letely through, as was also the lower lip, nearl 

fo the chin. fy is wounds were prvedee | 4 
Richardson, who readjusted and sowed on his 
nose, 80 that it is thought he will recover without 
any deformity. The owner of the dog has gen- 
erously furnished funds to defray expenses which 
will occur during tha lad’s illness, and has pro- 
cured a nurse and everything nevessary for his 
comfort. [Portland Advertiser, 29th. 





Broke Jam. We learn that a prisoner by the 
name of Crocker broke jail at Paris on the night 
of the 24th inst. He was committed for rape, 
and for some time past has been under the care 
of a physician, who supposed him to be in the 
last stages of consumption and had given him 
over as incurable. On the evening prior to his 
escape he told his nurse he felt better and should 
not probably need his attendance all night. The 
nurse supposed him to be better, and left him 
some two or three hours. On his return the bird 
had flown to parts unknown. Verily the judg- 
ment of physicians, and nurses too, is sometimes 
sadly at fault. We believe this is not the first 
dodge of the kind in that same old ——_ 

[Norway Advertiser. 








Marte Disasters. Long Branch, Au. 
Ship Rosewell Sprague, of Bath, from ¢ iff 
for new York, went ashore near Squan in the 
gale this morning. She lies de on, and 





neighbors one barn was saved. 
[Piscataquis Observer. 





ashore near the same place. 


He left Walker's camp at Lawrence ten daysago | 


He was able to reach his | 





exam 


can probably be got off if immediate assistance is good 
rendered. Ano ship, name unknown, is 


the new trial. 
saves about $1000 by [ 


| Magazineand Putnam's Monthly. The new issue 
starts in October, with upwards of 40,000 sub- 
| seribers. 





Sportixc Men 1x Lawno. Yesterday, City 
| Marshal Randall received a dispatch from Ban- 
| gor, directing him to arrest John Stetson, John 
| Pratt, and Shove Wood, alias Mundy, who 
| were expected to arrive here ia the noon train 
| from the eastward. The Marshal with his posse 
| repaired to the railroad depot on the arrival of 
the cars, and succeeded in securing Pratt and 
| Wood, but asall the party were unknown to 
| the officers, Stetson made his escape. Thee 
|men are the persons recently engaged in a fuot 
race near this city. They were employed in the 
|same healthy diversion on Monday, in Bangor, 
| where they are charged with conspiracy and 
| cheating by false pretences. It seems the three 
| worthies travel together ; Stetson and Mundy get 
up a race, with an understanding who shall win, 
and Pratt bets with the spectators, always of 
course, placing hisstakes on the runner who is to 
come out ahead. In that way, chances are good 
for winning, and the trio share the proceeds. 

[Portland Advertiser, 26th. 








A Bear Srory. The Ellsworth American says 
thata Mr. Roberts, of Aurora, one night last 
week, heard something in his cellar, making 
rather free with the eatables therein, upsetting 
tin milk-pans, &c. Mr. Roberts and son got 
up, took a gan, and went round to the outside 
cellar door, where they met two bears just mak- 
ing their exit from the cellar. One was a very 
large one. They fired at one of them, but appar- 
ently without effect, as they made off in double 
quick time. Mr. Roberts retired, thinking they 
had seen all they should of the bears. Bat after 
awhile he heard something at work again in the 
cellar, when getting up and going down to the 
cellar, he met the large bear coming from the 
cellar, a second time. He fired and shot him 
through the head killing him instantly. Mr. 
R. had a pair of steelyards which would weigh 
400 lbs., but bruin was too heavy for them. 


While 








Seriovs AccipENT AT THE IsLANDS. 





by Dr.| Rey. Mr. Bacon, Catholic Bishop of this city with 


Rev. Mr. Wheeler of New York, and a party of 
our Irish citizens were on an excursion to Bangs 

Island yesterday, an accident of a very serious 
nature Sovecoel As the clergyman and their 
friends were landing at the Island, those — 
were previously on the shore gave them —_ : 

with firearms; and in the firing, 4 sen#eme 4 

from Boston. not being careful of Hie tM, Ni 

having a loaded pistol, lodged # ball in 

der of Rev. Mr. Wheeler. mediately brought to 


The wounded man was im / 
the olty, where surgical attendance was procured; 


; me of his friends, two offi- 
mem wane pain the island to arrest the 
stranger. Oa obtaining an interview and learn- 
in the facts, the officers were satisfied that the 
shooting was wholly accidental ; yet as the gentle- 
man courted an investigation of the affair, he 
was brought up in custody, and will probably be 
ined this morning. [Portland Adv. 27th. 





Tue Stinson Case. In this case,(a suit against 


the City of Gardiner on account of injuries re- 
ceived by a daughter of Capt. Stinson through 
defect in sidewalk,) a cone trial has been had 
at the present term of Court, 
$900 and cost awarded the plaintiff. The 

dict on the first trial was $2000 and cost. The 
additional cost by the last trial, we learn from 


and the sum of 
ver- 


authority, is about $100 ; the city therefore 
Journal. 











Se ee ee 


= — 
« 


| Che Muse 


From the National Bra. 
THE WITCH'S DAUGHTER. 


BY JOHN G. WHITTIER. 


It was the pleasant harvest time, 
When cellar-bins are closely stowed, 
And garrets bend beneath their load, 


And the old, swallow-haunted barns— 
Brown-gabled, long, and full of seams 
Through which the moted sunlight streams, 


And winds blow freshly in, to shake 
The red plumes of the roosted cocks, 
And the loose hay-mow’s scented locks— 


Are filled with summer’s ripened stores, 
Its odorous grass and grained sheaves, 
From their low scaffolds to their eaves. 


On Esek Harden’s oaken floor, 
With many an autumn threshing worn, 
Lay the heaped ears of unkusked corn. 


And thither came young men and maids, 
Beneath a moon that, large and low, 
Lit that sweet eve of long ago. 


They took their places; some by chance, 
And others by a merry voice 
Or sweet smile guided to their choice. 


How pleasantly the rising moon, 
Between the shadow of the mows, 
Looked on them through the great elm boughs !— 


On sturdy boyhood sun-embrowned, 
On girlhood with its solid curves 
Of healthful strength and painless nerves! 


And jests went round, and laughter made 
The house dog answer with his howl, 
And kept astir the barn-yard fowl; 


And quaint, old songs their fathers sang, 
In Derby dales and Yorkshire moors, 
Ere Norman William trod their shores; 














And tales, whose merry license shook 
The fat sides of the Saxon thane, 
Forgetful of the hovering Dane! 


But still the sweetest voice was mute, 
That river valley ever heard, 
From lip of maid or throat of bird; 


For Mabel Martin sat apart, 
And let the hay-mow’s shadow fall 
Upon the loveliest face of all. 


She sat apart, as one forbid, 
Who knew that none would condescend 
To own the Witch’s child a friend. 


The seasons scarce gone their round, 
Since curious thousands thronged to see 
Her mother on the gallows-tree; 


And mocked the palsied limbs of age, 
That faltered on the fatal stairs, 
And waa lip trembling with its prayers. 


Few questioned of the sorrowing child, 
Or, when they saw the mother die, 
Dreamed of the daughter’s agony. 


They went up to their home that day, 
As men and Christians justified: 
God willed it, and the wretch had died! 


Dear God and Father of us all, 
Forgive our Faith in cruel lies, 
Forgive the blindness that denies! 


Forgive Thy creature when he takes, 
For the all-perfect love Thou art, 
Some grim creation of his heart. 


Cast down our idols, overturn 
Our bloody altars; let us see 
Thyself in Thy humanity! 


’ Poor Mabel from her mother’s grave 
Crept to her desolate hearth-stone, 
And wrestled with her fate alone; 


With love and anger and despair, 
The phantoms of disordered sense, 
The awful doubts of Providence! 


The school-boys jeered her as they passed, 
And when she sought the hoyse of prayer, 
Her mother’s curse pursued her there. 








Aad still o’er many a neighboring door 
) She saw the horse-shoe’s curved charm, 
i To guard against her mother’s harm— 


That mother, poor and sick and lame, 


. 


“THE MAINE FARMER: AN 
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“[ dare not breathe my mother’s name; 
A daughter's right I dare not crave, 
To weep above her unblest grave! 


Lat me not live until my heart, 
With few to pity, and with none 
To love me, hardens into stone. 


“Oh God! have mercy on Thy child, 
Whose faith in Thee grows weak and small, 
And take me ere I lose it all!” 


A shadow on the moonlight fell, 
And murmuring wind and wave became 
A voice whose burden was her name. 


Had then God heard her? Had he sent 
His angel down? In flesh and blood, 
Before her Esek Harden stood! 


He laid his hand upon her arm: 
“Dear Mabel, this no more shall be; 
Who scoffs at you, must scoff at me. 


“You know rough Esek Harden well; 
And if he seems no suitor gay, 
And if his hair is touched with gray, 


“The maiden grown shall never find 
His heart less warm than when she smiled, 
Upon his knees a little child!” 


Her tears of grief were tears of joy, 
As, folded in his strong embrace, 
She looked in Esck Harden’s face. 


“Oh, truest friend of all!” she said, 
“God bless you for your kindly thought, 
And make me worthy of my lot!” 


He led her through his dewy fields, 
To where the swinging lanterns glowed, 
And through the doors the huskers showed. 


“Good friends and neighbors!” Esek said, 
“I’m weary of this lonely life; 
In Mabel see my chosen wife! 


“She greets you kindly, one and all; 
The past is past, and all offence 
Falls harmless from her innocence. 


“Henceforth she stands no more alone; 
You know what Esek Harden is— 
He brooks no wrong to him or his.” 


Now let the merriest tales be told, 
And let the sweetest songs be sung, 
That ever made the old heart young! 


Oh, pleasantly the harvest moon, 
Between the shadow of the mows, 
Looked on them through the great elm boughs! 


On Mabel’s curls of golden hair, 
On Esek’s shaggy strength it fell; 
And the wind whispered ‘It is well!” 


The Story Geller. 


From Dickens’ Household Words. 


HALF A LIFE-TIME AGO. 


IN FIVE CHAPTERS. 











Cuaprter II. 


Susan and Michael were to be married in April. 
He had already gone to take possession of his new 
farm, three or four miles away from Yew Nook ; 
but that is neighboring, according to the accep- 
tation of the word, in that thinly-populated dis- 
trict—when William Dixon fellin. He came 
home one evening, complaining of head-ache and 
pains in his limbs, but seemed to loathe the pos- 
set which Susan prepared for him; the treacle- 
poss t which was the homely country remedy 
against an incipient cold. He took it to his bed 
with a sensation of exceeding weariness, and an 
odd, unusual looking-back.to the days of his 
youth, when he was a lad living with his parents, 
in this very house. 

The next morning, he had forgotten all ‘his life 
since then, and did not know his own children, 
erying like a newly-weaned baby, for his mother 
to come and soothe away his terrible pain. The 
doctor from Coniston, said it was the typhus 
fever, and warned Susan of its infectious charac- 
ter, and shook his head over his patient. There 
were no friends near to come and share her 
anxiety ; only good, kind old Peggy, who was 
faithfulness itself, and one or two laborers’ 
wives, who would fain have helped her, had not 
their hands been tied by their responsibility to 





Who, daily, by the old arm chair, 
Folded her withered hands in prayer— 


Who turned, in Salem’s dreary jail, 
Her worn old Bible o’er and o’er, 
When her dim eyes could read no more! 
} Sore tried and pained, the poor girl kept 
; Her faith, and trusted that her way, 
So dark, would somewhere meet the day. 


i And still her weary wheel went round 
| Day after day with no relief; 
Small leisure have the poor for grief. 


ba So in the shadow Mabel sits; 
‘ Untouched by mirth she sees and hears, 


Her smile is sadder than her tears. 


But cruel eyes have found her out, 
And cruel lips repeat her name, 
; And taunt her with her mother’s shame. 


She answered not with railing words, 
But drew her apron o’er her face, 
And, sobbing, glided from the place. 


And only pausing at the door, 
Her sad eyes met the trouvled gaze 
Of one, who, in her better days, 


Had been her warm and steady friend, 
Ere yet her mother’s doom had made 
Even Esek Harden half afraid. 


He felt that mute appeal of tears, 
And, starting, with an angry frown 
Hushed all the wicked murmurs down. 


«Good neighbors mine,” he sternly said, 
“This passes harmless mirth or jest; 
I brook no insult to my guest. 


“She is indeed her mother’s child; 
But God’s sweet pity ministers 
Unto no whiter soul than hers. 


“Let Goody Martin rest in peace; 
I never knew her harm a fly, 
And witch or not, God knows, not I. 


“T know who swore her life away; 
And, as God lives, I’d not condemn 
An Indian dog on word of them.” 


The broadest lands in all the town, 
The skill to guide, and power to awe, 
Were Harden’s; and his word was law. 


None dared withstand him to his face, 
But one sly maiden spake aside: 
“The little witch is evil eyed! 


“Her mother only killed a cow, 
Or witched a churn or dairy pan, 
But she, forsooth, must charm a man!” 


Poor Matel, in her lonely home, 
Sat by the window’s narrow pane, 
*While in the moonlight’s silver rain. 


The river, on its pebbled rim, 
Made music such as childhood knew; 
The door-yard tree was whispered through 


By voices, such as chiidhood’s ear 
Had heard in music long ago; 
And, through the willow boughs below, 


She saw the rippled waters shine; 
Beyond, in waves of shade and light, 
The hills rolled off inio the night. 


Sweet sounds and pictures, mocking so 
The sadness of her human lot, 
She saw and heard, but heeded not. 


She strove to drown her sense of wrong, 
And, in her old and simple way, 
To teach her bitter heart to pray. 


Poor child! the prayer, begun in faith, 
Grow to a low, despairing cry 
Of misery, ‘Let me die! 

“Qh! take me from the scornful eyes, 
And hide me where the crue! speech 





their own families. But, somehow, Susan neith- 
er feared nor flagged. As for fear, indeed, she 
had no time to give way to it, for every energy of 
both body and mind was required. Besides, the 
young have too little experience of the danger of 
infection to dread it much. She did, indeed, 
wish, from time to time, that Michael had been 
at home to have taken Willie over to his father’s 
at High Beck ; but then, again, the lad was do- 
cile and useful to her, and his fecklessness in 
many things might make him be harshly treated 
by strangers, so perhaps it was well that Michael 
was away at Appleby fair, or even beyond that; 
gone into Yorkshire after horses. 
Her father grew worse ; and the doctor insist- 
ed on sending over a nurse from Coniston. Not 
a professed nurse, Coniston could not have sup- 
ported such a one ; but a widow who was ready 
to go where the doctor sent for her, for the sake 
of payment. When she came, Susan suddenly 
gave way ; she was felled by the fever herself, 
and lay unconscious for long weeks. Her con- 
sciousness returned to her one Spring afternoon ; 
early Spring; April—her wedding month. There 
was a little fire burning in the small corner-grate, 
and the flickering of the blaze was enough for 
her to notice in her weak state. She felt that 
there was some one sitting on the window side of 
her bed, behind the curtain, but she did not care 
to know who it was; it was even too great a 
trouble to her languid mind to consider who it 
was likely to be. She would rather shut her 
eyes, and melt off again to sleep. The next time 
she wakened the Coniston nurse perceived her 
movement, and made hera cup of tea, which, 
she drank with eager relish ; but still they did 
not speak, and once more Susan lay motionless— 
not asleep, but strangely, pleasantly conscious of 
all the small chamber and household sounds; the 
fall of a cinder on the earth, the fitful singing 
of the half-empty kettle, the cattle tramping out 
to field again after they had been milked, the aged 
step on the creaking stair—old Peggy’s as she 
knew. It came to her door, it stopped ; the per- 
son outside listened for a moment, and then lift- 
ed the wooden latch, and lookedin. The watch- 
er by the bed side arose, and went to her. Su- 
san would have been glad to see Peggy's face 
once more, but was far too weak to turn, so she 
lay and listened. 

‘‘How is she ?”’ whispered one trembling, aged 
voice. 

‘‘Better,”’ replied the other. ‘She’s been 
awake, and had a cup of tea. She'll do now.’’ 

‘*Has she asked after him ?”’ 

‘‘Hush! No ; she has not spoken a word.”’ 

‘*Poor lass! poor lass !’’ 


The door was shut. A weak feeling of sorrow 
and self-pity came over Susan. What was 
wrong? Whom had she loved ? And dawning, 

dawning slowly, rose the sun of her former life, 
and all particulars were made distinct to her. 
She felt that some sorrow was coming to her, and 
cried over it before she knew what it was, or had 
strength enough to ask. In the dead of night— 
and she had never slept again—she softly called 
to the watcher, and asked, - 

“Who?” 

‘‘Who what?” replied the woman, with a con- 
scious affright, ill-veiled by a poor assumption of 
ease. ‘Lie still, there’sa darling, and go to 
sleep. Sleep’s better for you than all the doctor’s 
etuff.”’ 

““Who?” repeated Susan. 


“Something is 
wrong. Who?’’ 


ee 


‘Oh, dear !’’ saidthe woman. ‘There's noth- 
ing wrong. Willie has taken the turn, and is 
doing nicely.”’ 

‘*Father?”’ 

‘Well! he’s all right now,’’ she answered, 
looking another way, as if seeking for something. 

“Then it’s Michael! Oh,me!oh,me!’’ She 
set up a succession of weak, plaintive, hysterical 
cries before the nurse could pacify her by declar- 
ing that Michael had been at the house not three 
hours before to ask after her, and looked as well 
and as hearty as ever man did. 

‘And you heard of no harm to him since?” 
inquired Susan. 

‘«Bless the lass, no, forsure! I’vene’er heard 
his name named since I saw him go out of the 
yard as stout a man as ever trod shoe-leather. 

It was well, as the nurse said afterwards to 
Peggy, that Susan had been so easily pacified by 
the equivocating answer in respect to her father. 
If she had pressed the questions home in his case 
as she didin Michael’s, she would have learnt that 
he was dead and buried more than a month be- 
fore. It was well, too, that in her weak state of 
convalescence (which lasted long after this first 
day of consciousness) her perceptions were not 
sharp enough to observe the sad change that had 
taken place in Willie. His bodily strength re- 
turned, his appetite was something enormous, 
but his eyes wandered continually, his regard 
could not be arrested, his speech became slow 
and impeded, and incoherent. People began to 
say, that the fever had taken away the little wit 
Willie Dixon had ever possessed, and that they 
feared that he would end in being a natural, as 
they call an idiot in the Dales. 

The habitual affection and obedience to Susan 
lasted longer than any other feeling that the boy 
had had previous to his illness ; and perhaps, this 
made her be the last to perceive what every one 
else had long anticipated. She felt the awaken- 
ing rude when it did come. It was in this wise. 

One June evening she sat out of doors under 
the yew tree, knitting. She was pale still from 
her recent illness ; and her languor joined to the 
fact of her black dress made her look more than 
usually interesting. She was no longer the buoy- 
ant, self-sufficient Susan, equal to every occasion. 
The men were bringing in the cows to be milked, 
and Michael was about in the yard, giving orders 
and directions with somewhat the air ofa master; 
for the farm belonged of right to Willie, and 
Susan had succeeded to the guardianship of her 
brother. Michael and she were to be married as 
soon as sho was strong enough—so, perhaps, his 
authoritative manner was justified ; but the labor- 
ers did not like it, although they said little. 
They remembered him a stripling on the farm, 
knowing fax less than they did, and often glad to 
shelter his ignorance of all agricultural matters 
behind their superior knowledge. They would 
have taken orders from Susan with far more 
willingness; nay! Willie himself might have 
commanded them, and for the old hereditary feel- 
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ing towards the owners of land they would have 
obeyed him with far greater cordiality than they 
now showed to Michael. But Susan was tired 
even with three rounds of knitting, and seemed 
not to notice, or to care, how things went on 
around her ; and Willie—poor Willie !—there he 
stood lounging against the door-sill, enormously 
grown and developed, to be sure, but with rest- 
less eyes and ever-open mouth, and every now 
and then smiling vacantly to himself at the sound 
he had made. As the two old laborers passed 
him, they looked at each other ominously, and 
shook their heads. 

‘Willie, darling,’ said Susan, ‘‘don’t make 
that noise, it makes my head ache.”’ 

She spoke feebly, and Willie did not hear; at 
any rate, he continued his howl from time to 
time. 

‘*Hold thy noise, wilt ’a?’’ said Michael rough- 
ly, as he passed near him, and threatening him 
with his fist. Susan's back was turned to the 
pair. The expression of Willie’s face changed 
from vacancy to fear, and he came shambling 
up to Susan, and put her arm around him, and, 
as if protected by that shelter, he began pulling 
faces at Michael. Susan saw what was going on, 
and, as if now struck by the strangeness of her 
brother’s manner, she looked anxiously at Michael 
for an explanation. Michael was irritated at 
Willie's defiance of him, and did not mince the 
matter. 

**It’s just that fever has left him silly—he never 
was as wise as other folk, and now I doubt if he 
will ever get right.”’ 

Susan did not speak, but she went very pale, 
and her lip quivered. She looked long and wist- 
fully at Willie’s face, as he watched the motion 
of the ducks in the great stable-pool. He laugh- 
ed softly to himself from time to time. 

‘*Willie likes to see the ducks go overhead,”’ 
said Susan, instinctively adopting the form of 
speech she would have used to a young child. 

**Willie, boo! Willie, boo !’’ he replied, clap- 
ping his hands and avoiding her eye. 

‘‘Speak properly, Willie,’’ said Susan, making 
a strong effurt at self-control, and trying to ar- 
rest his attention. 

**You know who I am—tell me my name!” 
She grasped his arm almost painfully tight 
to make him attend. Now he looked at her, 
and for an instant, a gleam of recognition quiver- 
ed over his face ; but the exertion was evidently 
painful, and he began to cry at the vainness of 
the effort to recall her name. He hid his face 
upon her shoulder with the old affectionate trick 
of manner. She put him gently away, and went 
into the house into her own little bedroom. She 
lecked the door, and did not reply at all to 
Michael's calls for her, hardly spoke to old Peggy, 
who tried to tempt her out to receive some homely 
sympathy, and through the open casement there 
still came the idiotic sound of ‘Willie, boo! 
Willie, boo !”’ 


Cuarren III. 

After the stun of the blow came the realiza- 
tion of the consequences. Susan would sit for 
hours trying patiently to recall and piece togeth- 
er fragments of recollection and consciousness in 
her brother’s mind. She would let him go and 
pursue some sensless bit of play, and wait until 
she could catch his eye or his attention again, 
when she would resume her self-imposed task.—- 
Michael complained that she never had a word 
for him, or a minute of time to spend with him 
now ; but she only said, she must try, while there 
was yetachance, to bring back her brother’s 
lost wits. As for marriage in this state of un- 
certainty, she had no heart to think of it. Then 
Michael stormed, and absented himself for two 
or three days ; but it was of no use. When he 
eame back, he saw that she had been crying till 
her eyes were all swollen up, and he gathered 
from Peggy’s scoldings (which she did not spare 
him) that, Susan had eatén nothing since he 
went away. But she was as inflexible as ever. 

‘Not just yet. Only not just yet. And don't 
say again that I do not love you,” said she, sud- 
denly hiding herself in his arms. 

And so matters went on through August. The 
crop of oats was gathered in; the wheat-field 
was not ready as yet, when, one fine day, Mich- 
ael drove up in a borrowed shandry, and offered 
to take Willie a ridé. His manner, when Susan 
asked him where he was going to, was rather 
confused ; but the answer was straight and clear 
enough. 

‘‘He had business in Ambleside. He would 
never lose sight of the lad, and have him back 
safe and sound before dark.’’ So Susan let 
him go. 





Before night they were at home again: Willie 
in high delight at a little rattling paper wind- 
mill that Michael had bought for him in the 
street, and striving to imitate this new sound 
with perpetual buzzings. Michael, too, looked 
pleased. Susan knew the look, although after- 
wards she remembered that he had tried to veil it 
from her, and had assumed @ grave appearance 
of sorrow whenever he caught her eye. He put 
up his horse; for, although he had three miles 
further to go, the moon was up—the bonny har- 
vest-moon—and he did not care how late he had 
to drive on such a road by such alight, After 
the supper which Susan had prepared for the 
travellers was over, Peggy went up-stairs to see 
Willie safe in bed; for he had to have the same 
care taken of him that a little child of four years 
old requires. 

Michael drew near to Susan. 

‘‘Susan,”’ said he, “I took Will to see Dr. 
Preston, at Kendal. He’s the first doctor in the 
county. I thought it were better for us—for you 
—to know at once what chance there were for 
him.” 

‘*Well !’’ said Susan, looking eagerly up. She 
saw the same strange glance of satisfaction, the 
same instant change to apparent regret and pain. 
‘*What did he say ?”’ said she. ‘Speak! can’t 
you ?”? . 

‘‘He said he would never get better of his 
weakness.’’ 


**Never !”’ 
“No; never. It isa long word, and hard to 
bear. And there’s worse to come, dearest. The 


doctor thinks he will get worse from year to year. 
And he said, if he was us—you—he would send 
him off in time to Lancaster Asylum. They've 
ways there both of keeping such people in order 
and making them happy. [ only tell you what 
he said,’’ continued he, seeing the gathering 
storm in her face. 

**There was no harm in his saying it,’* she re- 
plied, with great self-constraint, forcing herself 
to speak coldly instead of angrily. ‘Folks is 
welcome to their opinions.”’ 

They sat silent for a minute or two, her breast 
heaving with suppressed feeling. 

‘*He’s counted a very clever man,’’ said Mich- 
acl, at length. 

‘‘He may be. He’s none of my clever men, 
nor am I going to be guided by him, whatever he 
may think. And I don’t thank them that went 
and took my poor lad to have such harsh notions 
formed about him. If I’d been there, I could 
have called out the sense that is in him.’’ 

“Well! I'll not say more to-night, Susan.— 
You’re not taking it rightly, and I'd best be gone 
and leave you to think it over. I'll not deny 
they are hard words to bear, but there’s sense in 
them, as I take it ; and I reckon you’ll have to 
come to em. Anyhow, it’sa bad way of thank- 
ing me for my pains, and I don’t take it well in 
you, Susan,”’ said he, getting up, as if offended. 

‘Michael, I’m beside myself with sorrow.— 
Don’t blame me, if I speak sharp. He and me 
is the only ones, you see. And mother did so 
charge me to havea care of him! And this is 
what he’s come to, poor lile chap!’’ She began 
to cry, and Michael to comfort her with caresses. 

*‘Don’t,” said she. ‘It’s no use trying to 
make me forget poor Willie isa natural. I could 
hate myself for being happy with you, even for 
just a little minute. Go away, and leave me to 
face it out.”’ 

‘**And you'll think it over, Susan, and remem- 
ber what the doctor says?” 


“IT can’t forget it,’’ said she. She meant she 


could not forget what the doctor had said about | 


the hopelessness of her brother's case; he had 
referred to the plan of sending Willie away to 
an asylum, or madhouse, as they were called in 
that day and place. The idea had been gather- 
ing force in Michael's mind for long; he had 
talked it over with his father, and secretly re- 
joiced over the possession of the farm and land 
which would then be his in fact, if not in law, 
by right of his wife. He had always considered 
the good penny her father could give her in his 
catalogue of Susan's charms and attractions. But 
of late he had grown to esteem her as the heiress 
of Yew Nook. He, too, should have land like 
his brother—land to possess, to cultivate, to 
make profit from, to bequeath. For some time 
he had wondered that Susan had been too much 
absorbed in Willie’s present, that she never seemed 
to look forward to his future state. Michael had 
long felt the boy to be a trouble ; but of late he 


had absolutely loathed him. His gibbering, his | 


uncouth gesture, his loose shambling gait, all ir- 
ritated Michael inexpressibly. He did not come 
near the Yew Nook fora couple of days. He 
thought that he would leave her time to become 
anxious to see him and reconciled to his plan.— 
They were strange, lonely days to Susan. They 
were the first she had spent face to face with the 
sorrows that had turned her from a girl into a 
woman, for hitherto Michael had never let twen- 
ty-four hours pass by without coming to see her 
since she had had the fever. Now that he was 
absent, it seemed as though some cause of irrita- 
tion was removed from Will, who was much more 
gentle and tractable. than he had been for many 
weeks. Susan thought that she observed him 
making efforts at her bidding, and there was 
something piteous in the way in which he crept 
up to her, and looked wistfully in her face, as if 
asking her to restore him the faculties that he 
felt to be wanting. 

‘I never will let theego, lad. Never! There's 
no knowing where they would take thee to, or 
what they would do with thee. As they say in 
the Bible, ‘Naught but death shall part thee and 
me 99 ” 

The country-side was full, in those days, of 
stories of the brutal treatment offered to the in- 
sane ; stories that were in fact only too well found- 
ed, and the truth of one of which only would 
have been a sufficient reason for the strong preju- 
dice existing against all such places. Each suc- 
ceeding hour that Susan passed, alone, or with 
the poor, affectionate lad for her sole companion, 
served to deepen her solemn resolution never to 
part with him. So, when Michael came, he was 
annoyed and surprised by the calm way in which 
she spoke, as if following Dr. Preston’s advice 
was utterly and entirely out of the question. He 
had expected nothing less than a consent, reluc- 
tant it might be, but still a consent ; and he was 
extremely irritated. He could have repressed his 
anger, but he chose rather to give way to it, 
thinking that he could so best work upon Susan’s 
affection, to gain his point, But, somehow, he 
over-reached himself ; and now he was astonished 
in his turn at the passion of indignation that she 
burst into. 

‘Thou wilt not bide in the same house with 
him, say’stthou? There’sno need for thy biding, 
as far Ican tell. There’s solemn reason why I 
should bide with my own flesh and blood, and 
keep to the word I pledged my mother on her 
death-bed ; but, as for thee, there’s no tie that I 
know on to keep thee fra going to America or 
Botany Bay this very night, if that were thy in- 
clination. I will have no more of threats to 
make me send my bairnaway. If thou marry 
me, thou’lt help me to take charge of Willie. If 
thou doesn’t choose to marry me on those terms 
—why! Ican snap my fingers at thee, never 
fear. I’m not s> fargone in loveas that. But I 
will not have thee if thou eay’st in such a hector- 
ing way that Willie must go out of the house— 
and the house his-own too—before thou’lt set foot 
in it. Willie bides here, and I bide with him.’’ 





‘Thou hast may-be spoken a word too much,”’ 
said Michael, pale with rage. “If I am free, as 
thou say’st, to go to Canada or Botany Bay, I 
reckon I’m free to live where I like, and not be 
with a natural who may turn intoa madman 
some day, for aught I know. Choose between 
him and me, Susy for I swear to you, you shan’t 
have both.”’ 

“I have chosen,”’ said Susan, now perfectly 
com and still. ‘Whatever come of it, I 
bide with Willie.’’ 

“Very well,’’ replied Michael, trying to as- 
sume an equal composure of manner, ‘Then 
I'll wish you a very good night.’’ He went out 
of the house-door half-expecting to be called back 
again ; but, instead, he heard a hasty step inside, 
and a bolt drawn. 

*‘Whew !”’ said he to himself, ‘I think I must 
leave my lady alone for a week or two, and give 
her time to come to hersenses. She'll not find it 
so easy as she thinks to let me go.’’ 

So he went past the kitchen-window in non- 
chalant style, and was not seen again at Yew 
Nook for some weeks. How did he pass the time? 
For the first day or two he was unusually cross 
with all things and people that came across him. 
Then wheat-harvest began, and he was busy, and 
exultant about his heavy crop. Then a man 
came from a distance to bid for the lease of his 
farm, which had been offered for sale by his 
father’s advice, as he himself was so soon likely 
to remove to the Yew Nook. He had so little 
idea that Susan really would remain firm to her 
determination, that he at once began to haggle 
with the man who came after his farm, showed 
him the crop just got in, and managed skillfully 
enough to make a good bargain fur himself. Of 
course the bargain had to be sealed at the public- 
house; and the companions he met with there 
soon became friends enough to tempt him into 
Langdale, where again he met with Eleanor He- 
bthwaite. 

How did Susan pass the time? For the first 
day or so she was too angry and offended to cry. 
She went about her household duties in a quick, 
jerking, yet absent, way ; shrinking one moment 
from Will, overwhelming him with remorseless 
caresses the next. The third day of Michael’s 
absence she had the relief of a good fit of crying ; 
and after that she grew softer and more tender ; 
she felt how harshly she had spoken to him, and 
remembered how angry she had been. She made 
|excuses for him. ‘It was no wonder,”’ she said 
‘to herself, ‘that he had been vexed with her; 
|and no wonder he would not give in, when she 
had never tried to speak gently or to reason with 
him. She was to blame, and she would tell him 
so, and tell him once again all that her mother 
had bade her be to Willie, and the horrible sto- 
ries she had heard about mad-houses, and he 
would be on her side at once.”’ 

And so she watched for his coming, intending 
to apologise as soon as ever she saw him. She 
hurried over her household work, in order to sit 
quietly at her sewing, and hear the first distant 
sound of his well-known step or whistle. But 
even the sound of her flying needle seemed too 
loud—perhaps she was losing an exquisite instant 
of anticipation ; she stopped sewing, and looked 
|longingly out through the geranium leaves, so 
that her eye might catch the first stir of the 
| branches in the wood-path by which he generally 
came. Now and thena bird might spring out 
of the covert ; otherwise the leaves were heavily 
still in the sultry weather of early autumn. 
Then she would take up her sewing, and with a 
spasm of resolution she would determine that a 
certain task should be fulfilled before she would 
|again allow herself the poignant luxury of ex- 
pectation. Sick at heart was she when the even- 
ing closed in, and the chances of that day di- 

minished. Yet she stayed up longer than usual, 
thinking that if he were coming—if he were 
|only passing along the distant road—the sight of 
a light in the window might encourage him to 
|make his appearance even at that late hour, 
| while seeing the house all darkened and shut up 
might quench any such intention. 

Very sick and weary at heart, she went to bed ; 
too desolate and despairing two cry, or make any 
moan. But inthe morning hope came afresh. 
Another day—another chance! And so it went 
on for weeks. Peggy understood her young mis- 
tress’s sorrow full well, and respected it by her 
|silence on the subject. Willie seemed happier 
now that the irritation of Michael’s presence 
was removed; for the poor idiot had a sort of 
antipathy to Michael, which was a kind of heart’s 
echo to the repugnance in which the latter held 
him. Altogether, just at this time, Willie was 
the happiest of the three. 

As Susan went into Coniston, to sell butter, 
one Saturday, some inconsiderate person told her 
that they had seen Michael Hurst the night be- 
fore. Isaid inconsiderate, but I might rather 
have said unobservant; for any one who spent 
half-an-hour in Susan Dixon’s company might 
have seen that she disliked having any reference 
made to the subjects nearest to her heart, were 
they joyous or grievous. Now she went a little 
paler than usual (and she had never recovered 
her color since she had had the fever), and tried 
to keep silence. But an irrepressible pang forced 
out the question— 

‘«Where?”’ 

‘‘At Thomas Applethwaite’s, in Langdale. 
They had a kind of harvest-home, and he were 
there among the young folk, and very thick wi’ 
Nelly Hebthwaite, old Thomas's niece. Thou’lt 
have to look after him a bit, Susan!”’ 

She neither smiled nor sighed. The neighbour 
who had been speaking to her was struck with 
the grey stillness of her face. Susan herself felt 
how well her self-command was obeyed by every 
little muscle, and said to herself in her Spartan 
manner, ‘I can bear it without either wincing 
or blenching.’”? She went home early, at a tear- 
ing passionate pace, trampling and breaking 
through all obstacles of briar or bush. Willie 
was moping in her absence—hanging listlessly 
on the farm-yard gate to watch for her. When 
he saw her, he set up one of his strange, inar- 
ticulate cries, of which she was now learning 
the meaning, and came towards her with his loose, 
galloping run, head and limbs all shaking and 
wagging with pleasant excitement. Suddenly 
she turned from him, and burst into tears. She 
sate down on a stone by the wayside, not a hun- 
dred yards from home, and buried her face in her 
hands, and gave way toa passion of pent-up 
sorrow ; so terrible and full of agony were her 
low cries, that the idiot stood by her aghast and 
silent. All his joy gone for the.time, but not, 
like her joy, turned into ashes. Some thought 
struck him. Yes! the sight of her woe made 
him think, great as the exertion was. He ran, 
and stumbled, and shambled home, buzzing with 
his lips all the time. She never missed him. He 
came back in a trice, bringing with him his cher- 
ished paper windmill, bought on that fatal day 
when Michael had taken him into Kendal, to 
have his doom of perpetual idiotey pronounced. 
He thrust it into Susan’s face, her hands, her 
lap, regardless of the injury his frail plaything 
thereby received. He leapt before her, to think 
how he had cured all heart-sorrow, buzzing loud- 
er than ever. Susan looked up at him, and that 
glance of her sad eyes sobered him. He began 
to whimper, he knew not why; and she now, 
comforted in her turn, tried to soothe him by 
twirling his windmill. But it was broken ; it 
made no noise; it would not go round. This 
seemed to afflict Susan more than him. She tried 
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to make it right, although she saw the task was 
hopeless; and while she did so, the tears rained 
down unheeded from her bent head on the paper 
toy. 
“It won’t do,’’ said she, at last, “It will 
never do again.’’ And, somehow, she took the 
accident and her words as omens of the love that 
was broken, and that she feared could never be 
pieced again. She rose up and took Willie's 
hand and, the two went slowly to the house. 

To her surprise, Michael Hurst sate in the 
house-place. House-place is a sort of better kitch- 
en, where no cookery is done, but which’ is re- 
served for state occasions. Michael had gone in 
there because he was accompanied by his only 
sister, a woman older than himself, who was well 
married beyond Keswick, and who now came for 
the first time to make acquaintance with Susan. 
Michael had primed his sister with regard to 
Will, and the position in which he stood with 
Susan ; and arriving at Yew Nook in the absence 
of the latter, he had not scrupled to conduct his 
sister into the guest-room, as he held Mrs. Gale’s 
worldly position in respect and admiration, and 
therefore wished her to be favorably impressed 
with all the signs of property which he was be- 


well. 
will come.” 





ginning to consider as Susan’s greatest charms. 
He had secretly said to himself that if Eleanor 
Hebthwaite and Susan Dixon were equal as to 
riches, he would sooner have Eleanor by far. He 
had begun to consider Susan asa termagant ; 
and when he thought of his intercourse with her, 
recollections of her somewhat warm and hasty 
temper came far more readily to his mind than 
any remembrance of her generous, loving na- 
ture. 

And now she stood face to face with him ; her 
eyes tear-swollen, her garments dusty, and here 
and there torn in consequence of her rapid pro- 
gress through the bushy by-paths. She did not 
make a favorable impression on the well-clad 
Mrs. Gale, dressed in her best silk-gown, and 
therefore unusually susceptible to the appearance 
of another. Nor were her manners gracious or 
cordial. How could they be, when she remem- 
bered what had passed between Michael and her- 
self the last time they met! For her penitence 
had faded away under the daily disappointment 
of these last weary weeks. 

But she was hospitable in substance. She bade 
Peggy hurry on the kettle, and busied herself 
among the tea-cups, thankful that the presence 
of Mrs. Gale, asa stranger, would prevent the 
immediate recurrence to the one subject which 
she felt must be present in Michael’s mind as 
well as in her own. But Mrs. Gale was withheld 
by no such feelings of delicacy. She had come 
ready-primed with the case, and had under taken 
to bring the girl to reason. There was no time 
to be lost. It had been prearranged between the 
brother and sister that he was to stroll out into 
the farm-yard before his sister introduced the 
subject ; but she was soconfident in the success 
of her arguments, that she must needs have the 
triumph of a victory as soon as possible; and, 
accordingly, she brought a hail-storm of good 
reasons to bear upon Susan. Susan did not re- 
ply for a long time : she was so indignant at this 
intermeddling of a stranger in the deep family 
sorrow and shame. Mrs. Gale thought she was 
gaining the day, and urged her arguments more 
pitilessly. Even Michael winced for Susan and 
wondered at her silence. Heshrunk out of sight 
and into the shadow, hoping that his sister 
might prevail, but annoyed at the hard way in 
which she kept putting the case. 

Suddenly Susan turned round from the occu- 
pation she had pretended to be engaged in, and 
said to him in a low voice, which yet not only 
vibrated itself, but made its hearers vibrate 
through all their obtuseness : 

‘Michael Hurst! does your sister speak truth 
think you?”’ 

Both women looked at him for his answer : 
Mrs. Gale without anxiety, for had she not said 
the very words they had spoken together before ; 
had she not used the very arguments that he him- 
self had suggested ? Susan, on the contrary looked 
to his answer as settling her doom for life ; and 
in the gloom of her eyes you might have read 
more despair than hope. 

He shuffled his position. 
words. 

‘*What is it you ask? My sister has said many 
things.”’ 

“I ask you,’ said Susan, trying to give a crys- 
tal clearness both to her expressions and her pro- 
nunciation, ‘‘if, knowing as you do how Will is 
afflicted, you will help me to take that charge of 
him that I promised my mother on her death-bed 


He shuffled in his 


that I would do; and which means, that I shall 


keep him always with me, and do all in my pow- 
er to make his life happy. If you will do this, 
I will be your wife ; if not, I remain unwed.” 

**But he may get dangerous ; he can be but a 
trouble ; his being here is a pain to you, Susan, 
not a pleasure.”’ 

‘*T ask you for either yes or no,’’ said she, a 
little contempt at his evading her question ming- 
ling with her tone. He perceived it, and it net- 
tled him. 

“And I have told you. I answered your 
question the last time I was here. I said I would 
ne'er keep house with an idiot ; no more I will. 
So now you've gotten your answer.”’ 

“T have,” saidSusan. And shesighed deeply. 

‘Come, now,’’ said Mrs. Gale, encouraged by 
the sigh; ‘‘one would think you don’t love 
Michael, Susan, to be so stubborn in yielding to 
what I’m sure would be best for the lad.”’ 

*‘Oh! she does not care for me,’’ said Michael. 
“*T don’t believe she ever did.”” 

“Don’t I? Have not I?’’ asked Susan, her 
eyes blazing out fire. She left the room directly, 
and sent Peggy in to make the tea ; and catching 
at Will, who was longing about in the kitchen, 


she went up-stairs with him and bolted herself 


in, straining the boy to her heart, and keeping 
almost breathless, less any noise she made should 
cause him to break out into the howls and sounds 
which she could not bear that those below should 


hear. 
A knock at the door. It was Peggy. 


‘‘He wants for to see you, to wish you good- 
bye.”” 

«‘T cannot come. Oh, Peggy, send them away.”’ 

It was her only cry for sympathy ; and the old 


servant understood it. She sent them away, | 


somehow ; not politely, as I have been given to 
understand. : 
“Good go with them,’’ said Peggy, as she 
imly watched their retreating figures. ‘We're 
rid of bad rubbish, anyhow.”” And she turned 
into the house with the intention of making 
ready some refreshments for Susan, after her hard 
day at the market, and her harder evening. 
But in the kitchen, to which she passed through 
the empty house-place, making a face of con- 
temptuous dislike at the used tea-cups and frag- 
ments of a meal yet standing there, she found 
Susan, with her sleeves tucked up and her work- 
ing apron on, buised in preparing to make clap- 
bread, one of the hardest and hottest domestic 
tasks of a daleswoman. She looked up, and 
first met and then avoided Peggy’s eye; it was 
too full of sympathy. Her own cheeks were 
flushed, and her own eyes were dry and burning. 
‘‘Where’s the board, Peggy? We need clap- 


hement force, As she stooped over them, regard 
less even of the task in which she seemed so much 
occupied, she was surprised bya touch on her 
mouth of something—what she did not see at 
first. It was 8 cup of tea, delicately sweetened 
and cooled, and held to her li 
ready by the faithful old woman. Susan held it 
off a hand's-breadth, and looked into Peggy's 
eyes, while her own filléd with the strange, relief 
of tears. 


ps when exactly 


‘‘Lass !’’ said Peggy solemnly, ‘thou hast done 
It is not long to bide, and then the end 


‘But you are very old, Peggy,”’ said Susan, 


quivering. 


‘It is but a day sin’ I were young,”’ replied 
Peggy; but she stopped the conversation by 
again pushing the cup with gentle force to Su- 
san’s dry and thirsty lips. When she hed dran- 
ken she fell again to her labor, Peggy heating 
the hearth, and doing all that she knew would be 
required, but never speaking another word.— 
Willie basked close to the tire, enjoying the ani- 
mal luxury of warmth, for the autumn evenings 
were beginning to be chilly. It was one o’clock 
before they thought of going to bed on that mem- 
orable night. 


IMPORTANT TO HOUSEWIVES. 
Dutcher’s Dead Shot 


T EAVES no poisonous dust to infect the air, every time you 
4 make the bed, or sweep the room, as is always the case 
after using Corrosive Sublimate dissolved in Alcohol 

It remains a long time wherever applied, and is sure death to 


THE WHOLE BEDBUG TRIBE. 





One thorough application, not only to the bedstead, but to the 
cracks and crevices sbout the ceiling, if the house is old, and the 
bugs are done for, used up, visited with a perfect B 
DESTRUCTION. 

A good article is sure to be counterfeited and imitated. It 
has been so with this. Its unexampled success has brought out 
ndmerous articles, labeled Dead Shot—worthless imitations, to 
deceive and gull the public. 

Inquire for DUTCHER’S DEAD SHOT, and see that his name 
is on the bottle, and you will be sure of the genuine. 

C. W. ATWELL, Deering Biock, north side of Market Square, 
Portland, General Agent for Maine. Sold by all the Druggists in 
this city, and throughout the country. S2er 
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WMHITAN’S CELEBRATED 
Two Horse Power 
AND UNRIVALED 
PATENT SEPARATOR & CLEANER, 
Which received the First Premium and Di« 
ploma at the State Fair in Portland, 
Octeber, 1856. 
HE proprietor is still engaged in the manufacture of these 
justly celebrated Machi at the Old Stand in Winthrop, 
where he is now prepared to furnish the grain grower a better 
Machine for Thrashing and Cleansing Grain 
than can be obtained at any other establishment in the country. 

These Machines have been in constant use for the last twenty 
years, and the sale of them constantly and rapidly increasing, 
until now they are extended throughout the United Stat.s, Can- 
ada, California, Australia, and many other places. 

I have made many very valuable improvements on Separator 
and Cleanser within the last two years, viz: by adding the new 
Spiral and Reversable Tooth Cylinder, which has 
many decided advantages over any other;—1st, being very much 
stronger, running easier, thrashing cleaner, preventing the grain 
from drawing in in bunches, taking feed with one half the labor 
of any other. The Teeth and Cylinder are so constructed that 
the Teeth can be turned round after one side is worn smooth. 
The Teeth are also much stronger than any other kind. This 
Cylinder was thoroughly tested last season, and universally ac- 
knowledged to be the greatest improvement ever made in 
Thrasher Cylinders. This Cylinder is used in no other machine, 
the patent right being secured. I have also made other improve- 
ments—enlarging sizes, using long elevator to carry back the 
tailings; a Conductor to prevent any grain from going over on 
the straw belt; also other smaller improvements, adding to the 
durability of the Machines. 

. Orders by mail will receive prompt att Machi 
livered on board the cars free of charge. 

Circulars, giving a description of Machines, and containing 
letters from persons who have used all kinds of machines, giving 
their opinion of this Machine, furnished gratis upon application 
by mail or otherwise. 

I still continue to manufacture, forthe wholesale and retail 
trade, every variety of AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS.— 
Having the largest Agricultural Implement Manufactory in the 
State, I think I am better prepared to furnish the Farmer and 
Merchant than any other establishment in New England. I also 
manufacture 


One Herse Power Thrashers without Cleaner. 
Please call and examine my work at 
WINTHROP AGRICULTURAL WORKS. 
Mechanics’ Rew, Winthrep, Maine. 
L. WHITMAN. 
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AYER’S 
CATHARTIC PILLS. 


HE sciences of Chemistry and Medicine 

have been taxed their utmost to produce 

this best, most perfect purgative which is known 

toman. Innumerable proofs are shown that 

these Pills have virtues which surpass in excel- 

lence the ordinary medicines, and that they win unprecedentedly 
upon the esteem of all men. They are safe and pleasant to take, 
but powerful to cure. Their penetrating properties stimulate the 
vital activities of the body, remove the obstructions of its organs, 
purify the blood, and expel disease. They purge out the foul 
humors which breed and grow distemper, stimulate sluggish or 
disordered organs into their natural action, and impart healthy 
tone and strength to the whole system. Not only do they cure 
the every-day complaints of everybody, but also formidable and 
dangerous diseases that have baffled the best of buman skill.— 
While they produce powerful effects, they are at the same time, 
in diminished doses, the safest and best physic that can be em- 
ployed for children. Being sugar<coated, they are pleasant to 
take; and being purely vegetable, are free from any risk of harm. 
Cures have been effected which surpass belief were they not 
substantiated by men of such exalted position and character as 
to forbid the suspicion of untruth. Many eminent clergymen 
and physicians have lent their names to certify to the public the 





reliability of my remedies, while others have sent me the assur- 
ance of their conviction that my preparations contribute im- 
mensely to the relief of my afflicted suffering fellow-men. 
The Agent below named is pleased to furnish gratis my Amer- 
| ican Almanac, containing direction for their use and certificates 
of their cures, of the following complaints: 

Costiveness, Billious Complaints, Rheumatism, Dropsy, Heart- 
| burn, Headache arising from a foul Stomach, Nausea, indiges- 
tion, Morbid Inaction of the Bowels and Pain arising therefrom, 
Filatulency, Loss of appetite, all Ulcerous and Cutaneous Dis- 
eases which require an evacuent Medicine, Scrofula or King’s 
Evil. They also, by purifying the blood and stimulating the sys- 
tem, cure many complaints which it would not be supposed they 
could reach, such as Deafness, Partial Blindness, Neuralgia and 
Nervous Irritability, Derangements of the Liver and Kidneys, 
Gout, and other kindred complaints arising from a low state of 
the yody or obstruction of its functions. 

Do not be put off by unprincipled dealers with some other pill 
which they make more profit on. Ask for Aysr’s Pits, and 
take nothing else. No other they can give you compares with 
this in its intrinsic value or curative powers. The sick want the 
best aid there is for them, and they should have it. 

Prepared by Dr. J. C. AYER, Practical and Analytical Chem- 
ist, Lowell, Mass. 

Price 25 cents per box. Five boxes for $1. 
Sold by all the Druggists in Augusta, and by all 
Dealers in Medicine everywhere. 


FARM FOR SALE. 

yi subscriber offers for sale her Farm, formerly owned 

by the late Paul Hanson, situated in Readfield, in the 
east part of the town, 74 miles from the Cities of Hallowell 
ugusta, and 2} miles fron Readfield Depot. Said Farm 
contains about 150 acres of land, cuts a good crop of hay, and is 
well divided into mowing, tillage and pasturing. There is ad- 
joining the Farm a valuable lumber lot containing 40, acres of 
large, heavy rock-maple timber, suitable the greater part of it 
for ship-building. Said lumber jot is one of the first grade, and 
the quality of the lumber cannot be surpassed by any lumber lot 
in this county. There is also onthe Farm a large two-story 
house, two barns, a grain house and a shed, together with four 
wells of good water. The Farm is well enclosed with stone wall, 
and has good privileges to church, school, good society, &c. 

Said Farm is one of the handsomest and most desirable situa- 
tions that can be found in this State, and will be sold at a great 
bargain if applied i diately. For further particulars, in- 
quire of either of the references, or of the subscriber on the 
premises. Mas. MARGARET HANSON. 
Rersresces:—Gen. James R. Bacueiper, Col. Orsver Beas, 
E. 8. Case, Esq., all of Readfield. 

N.B. Payments made easy. 

East Readfield, May 24, 1857. 
Powder, Shot, Caps and Fuse. 
ry 0) KEGS Blasting Powder; 
OU) 10 do. Superior Sporting do.; 
Dupont’s, and Hazard Rifle Sporting Powder; 
50 M. best G. D. Gun Caps, 
10 M. Eley’s Double Waterproof Caps; 
5000 feet first quality Safety Fuse. 
For sale at No. 8 Union Block , low for cash 


LELAND & BROOKS. 
Augusta, April 20, 1857. 18 


I IME AND CEMENT, constantly on hand and for 
4 sale at wholesale and retail, by ARNO A. BITTUES. 


Druggists and 
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Dr. Orff’s Pain Catholicon, 
FOR THE CURE OF 

Sprains, Bruises, Cramp, Toothache, Colic, Cholera Morbus, 
Pains in the Side, Back, Limbs, Stomach and Bowels; 

Cuts, Boils, Chilblawns, &c. 
Qo by A. B. LONGFELLOW, Palermo Centre, and by one 
i) or more traders ip nearly every town in the Counties of Lin- 
coln and Waldo, and vicinities. Try it. Also, 
Dr. Or@’s Celebrated Bitters, 
For Bilious and Weak Stomachs. For particulars, see hand- 
bills, cards, and a pamphiet for the people. *llweop6m25 


Unmatched Oxen, 
AND FRENCH MERINO BUCKS. 
HE subscriber has a pair of Light Red, 6 years old OXEN? 
not equally matched. The near one is a very long, round, 
thick built, smooth. haired, mottle faced Ox, stands 6 ft. high, 
po ay poten . Cares Gan te wie be eunty ss 
an off as near Ox. one is almost as ip 
but lighter made, and no match for en -_ 
beef, and perfectly about fence. I will sell one or both 
at a fair price, will to match, or mis-match, any way to suit 
customers. ho has a that will match? 

Also, has two half-blood, FRENCH MERINO BUCKS, one 
year old; and some eight or tev quarter-blood Buck Lambs, whieh 
will be sold if wanted. 8. N. WATSON. 
North Fayette, Aug. 14th, 1857. 36 


Hay Presses. 
FRO # Deseriptive circular, with Out and Price List of 
Fay’s Pertable Hand-Power Hay, Cetton and 


Cider Presses, 
C. J. FAY, North Lincoln. 











2otf Address 
THE MAINE FARMER, 
PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY MORNING 
BY RUSSELL EATON. 

Omice over Granite Bank, Water st., Augusta 


bread; and I reckon I’ve time to get through | in advance two dallrs if paid within the year two dollare and 
with it to-night.” Her voice hada sharp dry | “Subscribers n Canada Provinces are charged. 28 cents 
tone in it, and her motions had a jerking ange- ee to defray the postage to 3 

larity in them. is cen tines. pose: mir 


Peggy said nothing, but fetched her all that 








she needed. Susan beat her cakes thin with ve- 


























